DISASTER RECOVERY CORNER

Hurricane Harvey recovery, US Virgin Islands
recovery, Puerto Rico recovery, and winter storm
updates featured in today’s e-news.

Shown below: Terrance Taylor of South
Bend, Indiana and James Butler of
Dayton, Ohio traveled down to San
Antonio, Texas over the Christmas break.

HURRICANE HARVEY
Vincentians are active throughout the United States in assisting in
the long term recovery efforts that have been impacted by disaster.

The Disaster Services Corporation,
SVDP-USA is actively working with the
Salvation Army, the Council of San
Antonio, and a number of other VOAD
groups to open a centralized House in
a Box ® Program for the survivors of
Hurricane Harvey. Elizabeth DiscoShearer, CEO of DSC, James Butler,
MidEast Region Disaster Chair and
House in a Box ® Program Director,
Terrance Taylor, Logistics Program
Manager, and Gail Bertrand, Director
of Disaster Recovery Programs and
South Central Regional Disaster Chair
all traveled down to San Antonio, Texas
December 27-30th to focus on
Hurricane Harvey relief efforts. More
information will be forthcoming on this
program once it is up and running in
late January.

HURRICANE
HARVEY
Vincentians traveled down to San Antonio, Texas and Winnie, Texas
to focus on disaster recovery efforts regarding Hurricane Harvey
over the Christmas break.
A big thank you to all who gave up time away from their loved ones
during the Christmas season to travel and support the Hurricane
Harvey long term recovery efforts.

Handmade thank-you cards arrived to
the DC Ops office from the school
children in USVI. A few of which
brought tears to our eyes.

US VIRGIN
ISLANDS
A deployment to the US Virgin Islands is slated for early February
pending approval of the Bishop’s office.
A small team of 12 will be deploying down to the US Virgin Islands February 3rd
through the 11th pending approval of the Bishop’s office. Terrance Taylor,
Logistics Program Manager, will be deploying down this week to make
preparations and plans prior to the team’s arrival for the P-RAC Operations that
will take place outside of St. Thomas. He is working closely with the local Council,
the local Archdiocese, as well as with FEMA, American Red Cross and national
VOAD partners. Members for the deployment team have been secured. Please
pray for our Vincentians that will be deploying down to serve others, for our
Vincentians there who have been responding and supporting their community
despite being personally affected, and for all of the survivors there.
Please consider donating to our cause to support our efforts and mission at hand.
The man hours, the travel costs, the funding support to the Vincentians who in
turn support their communities, and reimbursements to all those who deploy
cannot continue without your assistance. Please donate to the disaster fund at
www.svdpdisaster.org or reach out to us for questions. Please remember, DSC
focuses on long term recovery efforts which can span over several years.
The US Virgin Islands is still in a state of emergency as most of the island is without
power and internet. The deadline to apply for FEMA assistance on the Island is
January 8th, 2018.
FEMA Mitigation Resources for US Virgin Islands: https://youtu.be/K_ItjyeFZS0

OPERATION
SAN JUAN

Dana Luce, P-RAC team leader and Vincentian of Oregon,
shares his story of the deployment to San Juan, Puerto Rico.
Upon landing at Luis Munoz Marin international Airport, in San Juan, Puerto Rico and
entering the terminal our surroundings looked modern, clean and like a normal stateside
airport. We met Liz Disco and Terry Taylor outside of baggage claim and were on our way.
The damage from hurricanes Irma and Maria was soon very apparent. Trees were down,
massive highway signs were down and pushed to the side of the road, roofs were missing,
and many windows were broken out in buildings from single family residences to high rise
apartments and hotels. It had been 75 days since Maria hit the island, and most of the
island was without electrical power. The damage was incredible and appeared to have just
happened.
Over the next 5 days our group of 11 shared the rectory at St. Augustine's Church in San
Juan. By the second day our team had bonded and become like family. We laughed about
the cold showers and attended Mass each morning, before heading off to established
Parish Recovery Assistance Centers (P-RAC) in 2 locations.
We were met in each P-RAC by local Vincentians and by literally hundreds of the local
people who had been so severely affected by the hurricanes. We helped them with
getting signed up for possible help from FEMA, SVDP, and local agencies. They were also
provided with food, water, and a $25 gift card, good for food and clothing at several
accessible island stores.

Above is a group shot of some of the
Vincentians deployed to San Juan, Puerto Rico
for a week long recovery effort to support the
local Vincentians and in turn the local
community that was impacted by Hurricane
Maria.

The people were so wonderful. They were patient, they smiled, they hugged us, they
blessed us, they prayed with us, they thanked us from the heart, and they even cried with
us. We only wished that we could have helped them more.
As we left I couldn't help but feel that the people that we worked with had given us so
much more than we were able to give them. They gave us a beautiful lesson in how to live
with faith, hope, and happiness even in the worst of situations. Our Puerto Rican, brothers
and sisters are proud, strong, and are deserving of all the help that we can give them.

2017 RECAP
The Disaster Services Corporation, SVDP-USA focuses on long term
recovery efforts after disaster and acts as a second responder. The
map features a recap of the disasters that occurred in 2017.
The Disaster Services Corporation (DSC),
SVDP-USA is actively working in
conjunction with local councils and
conferences that have been impacted by
disaster. Prior to the hurricanes, we were
managing over 30 disasters across the
United States. Long term recovery can span
over several years time. As you can see
2017 was one of the most active disaster
event years on record. The long term
recovery efforts in these communities
shown to the right are just becoming
established with their plans for the future.
DSC works in collaboration with the
National Voluntary Organizations Active in
Disaster (VOAD) as it is a founding member,
with FEMA, with American Red Cross, and
with the local Archdiocese in impacted
areas. We hope to share with you more
areas in which we are focusing on in next
week’s edition. For more see us at:
www.svdpdisaster.org

Vincentians are active on the ground
responding to their local communities needs
from disasters across the United States. We
need your help to continue these good works.

Extreme cold weather can lead to feelings of anxiety & isolation,
especially if you/someone you care for has limited mobility or
other health concerns. CDC Emergency has preparedness tips
http://bit.ly/2ECPJ6D & national Disaster Distress Line
1-800-985-5990 offers 24/7 support

WINTER STORM UPDATE
Winter Storm Preparedness Video Clip: https://youtu.be/XVpGJ_Xl__w
During Snowstorms and Extreme Cold
•
Stay indoors during the storm.
•
Drive only if it is absolutely necessary. If you must drive: travel in the day; don’t travel alone; keep
others informed of your schedule and your route; stay on main roads and avoid back road
shortcuts.
•
Walk carefully on snowy, icy, walkways.
•
Avoid overexertion when shoveling snow. Overexertion can bring on a heart attack—a major cause
of death in the winter. Use caution, take breaks, push the snow instead of lifting it when possible,
and lift lighter loads.
•
Keep dry. Change wet clothing frequently to prevent a loss of body heat. Wet clothing loses all of
its insulating value and transmits heat rapidly.
•
If you must go outside, wear several layers of loose-fitting, lightweight, warm clothing rather than
one layer of heavy clothing. The outer garments should be tightly woven and water repellent.
•
Wear mittens, which are warmer than gloves.
•
Wear a hat and cover your mouth with a scarf to reduce heat loss.
After Snowstorms and Extreme Cold
•
If your home loses power or heat for more than a few hours or if you do not have adequate
supplies to stay warm in your home overnight, you may want to go to a designated public shelter
if you can get there safely. Text SHELTER + your ZIP code to 43362 (4FEMA) to find the nearest
shelter in your area (e.g., SHELTER20472)
•
Bring any personal items that you would need to spend the night (such as toiletries, medicines).
Take precautions when traveling to the shelter. Dress warmly in layers, wear boots, mittens, and a
hat.
•
Continue to protect yourself from frostbite and hypothermia by wearing warm, loose-fitting,
lightweight clothing in several layers. Stay indoors, if possible.
Additional Resources:
http://www.redcross.org/get-help/how-to-prepare-for-emergencies/types-of-emergencies/winter-storm#About
https://www.ready.gov/winter-weather?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI_uDOpuW-2AIVmksNCh3cswzsEAAYASAAEgIIo_D_BwE

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Please consider supporting our mission by donating your time, providing financial
support, and/or becoming active in your local community on disaster preparedness
and recovery as a Vincentian.

Please stop by our newly updated website: www.svdpdisaster.org
An online store and training resources will soon be available
exclusively for Vincentians active in disaster recovery.
Follow us on Twitter: @svdpusadisaster
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/DisasterServicesCorp/
Follow us on LinkedIn: Disaster Services Corporation, SVDP-USA
Brooke Newton, Deputy Director: bnewton@svdpdisaster.org

For those of you interested in volunteering, please stop by our
website at www.svpdisaster.org and click on the volunteer button
at the top right corner. It will take you to a webform to complete.
This information will help us gain better insight on you and be able
to better pair you with what we have open and available to
volunteer with. We will set up a one on one phone call shortly after
the form has been completed.
As a reminder, we cannot continue all these great works without
your help. Please consider donating to the general disaster fund at
www.svdpdisaster.org to keep our programs running so that we
can in turn support those who have been impacted by disaster here
in the United States.

