DISASTER RECOVERY
CORNER
A photo from what used to be a home on
the island of St. Croix. Shared with DSC
from Vincentian Dave Brucker of Texas.
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REFLECTIONS FROM THE FIELD
ELIZABETH DISCO-SHEARER, CEO
I just returned from a trip to Rochester, NY where our Vincentians
have been helping Puerto Rican evacuees. Disasters are in the
news for a few days and then the general public assumes that
everything is back to normal, but disaster recovery takes years. The
2017 Hurricane Season was one of the worst since Hurricane
Katrina and there are thousands of families from Texas, to Florida, to
Puerto Rico, to USVI to Northern, IL to California who have lost their
homes and life as they knew it. In the disaster world, we call this
new reality the “new normal”. There is nothing normal about having
to restart your entire life and I want to thank all of our Vincentians
across the country who have stepped up to help Disaster Services
with the disaster survivors. I have witnessed our Vincentian Charism
in action in St. Croix, USVI, Canovanas, PR, Victoria, TX, Everglade
City, FL, Santa Rosa, CA and Goldsboro, NC and many other
communities. If you are interested in supporting this ministry, please
visit our website at www.svdpdisaster.org.

STAFF SPOTLIGHT
AUNSHELLE WHITE
DISASTER CASE MANAGEMENT
Aunshelle White is on a mission to help Disaster Case Managers maximize
skills and knowledge for the recovery of the Texas community. Aunshelle
serves as a Disaster Case Manager Supervisor for Walker, San Jacinto,
Liberty, and Chambers counties in the Project Comeback Texas Disaster
Case Management Program.
Aunshelle White is a veteran and was trained in the medical field by the
United States Air Force Reserve for over 22 years. She also worked in the
corporate headquarters at a HVAC company. Aunshelle holds a bachelor’s
Degree in business administration from the University of Phoenix.
Aunshelle has been with DSC SVDP-USA since December 2016.
She brings to her team a leadership style that is filled with strategic
planning, business development, and team building. Aunshelle is a servant
leader. Her purpose and passion are helping others, family, and self, and
administering the gospel of Jesus Christ as an ordained minister.

STAFF SPOTLIGHT
DAVID HANCOCK
DISASTER CASE MANAGEMENT
My name is David Hancock, I am a Disaster Case Manager Supervisor with SVDP USA-DSC
and I am currently working Comeback Texas in Orange County Texas. My team and I are assisting the
nearly 85,000 residents of our county as they move toward recovery from Hurricane Harvey. My home
is in Biloxi Mississippi.
I fell into disaster recovery through God’s will and circumstance. I was attending William Carey
University in 2005, pursuing a degree in psychology with full intentions of completing My B.A.,
continuing my post graduate work and then going into a counseling private practice setting. August
29th 2005, Katrina changed all that. Not only was my community ravaged but all the surrounding cities
and towns were devastated to the point that we could no longer sustain ourselves. The entire coast
was literally heartbroken and physically crippled. I received a phone call from a contact with the State
Department of Mental Health asking if I would consider doing door to door crisis counseling. I accepted
for two reasons; I needed to make a difference in my home town and I too was suffering from all the
effects of Katrina and needed to able to relate to others on a very personal level.
I soon realized that I was good at this type of work and it gave me a sense of fulfillment unlike
any other job I had ever done. I then took a job with The Salvation Army as a Long-Term Recovery
Specialist and began learning how to help people restructure their lives, their homes, and ultimately
their communities. As programs ended and new ones began I was employed with several other
agencies including International Relief and Development and Climb CDC.
I have been fortunate to be employed with SVDP DSC, first in North-East Louisiana responding
to the March 2016 flood, and now is South-East Texas post Hurricane Harvey. As I have continued in
Disaster Recovery I have finally realized that this has been my calling all along and I am blessed to be
able to recognize it. Any other professional achievements I have accomplished pale in comparison to
the work I now do on a daily basis.

DSC’S DISASTER CASE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
PROJECT: COMEBACK TEXAS
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MONTHLY GUEST BLOG
NATIONAL VOAD, WHAT IS IT?

Even if you do not know what National VOAD
stands for, there is a very good chance that you know
who we are. You may have given blood at a Red
Cross blood drive, or interacted with a Salvation
Army bell ringer, received a hygiene kit from
International Orthodox Christian Charities, granted
financial assistance from St Vincent de Paul, or
perhaps you had Team Rubicon assist you with
clearing debris following a disaster. Both in times of
disaster and in times of peace, National Voluntary
Organizations Active in Disaster (National VOAD)
members and partners are serving your community
and responding where they are needed most. To keep
reading the blog, click HERE.

NATIONAL PREPAREDNESS JUNE FOCUS

Summer Safety Preparedness Presentation
https://www.weather.gov/media/wrn/presentations/Summer_Safety_Presentation_2018.pdf
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More information on Air Quality Preparedness: https://www.weather.gov/safety/airquality
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
Please consider supporting our mission by donating your time,
providing financial support, and/or becoming active in your local
community on disaster preparedness and recovery as a Vincentian.
Please stop by our newly updated website: www.svdpdisaster.org
An online store and training resources will soon be available
exclusively for Vincentians active in disaster recovery.

For those of you interested in volunteering, please stop by our
website at www.svpdisaster.org and click on the volunteer button
at the top right corner. It will take you to a webform to complete.
This information will help us gain better insight on you and be

Follow us on Twitter: @svdpusadisaster

able to better pair you with what we have open and available to

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/
DisasterServicesCorp/

after the form has been completed. As a reminder, we cannot

Follow us on LinkedIn: Disaster Services Corporation, SVDP-USA

volunteer with. We will set up a one on one phone call shortly
continue all these great works without your help. Please consider
donating to the general disaster fund at www.svdpdisaster.org to
keep our programs running so that we can in turn support those
who have been impacted by disaster here in the United States.

