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Shown Below: Image of flooding in
Southern Illinois

Illinois
There is new flooding along Illinois River and other areas today. Awaiting callout from the Voluntary
Organizations Active in Disaster. We will respond as needed. We have closed long term case
management in Ottawa/NaPlate due to political issues.
There is ongoing relief efforts in far northern Illinois. We
are collaborating with Red Cross, Catholic Charities, and
Lutheran Social Services and NE Illinois COAD in Lake,
Cook, and McHenry counties. All known disaster victims
have at least portable heaters for the winter. We have
conducted long term case management training in
conjunction with Elizabeth Disco-Shearer and Red Cross at
the DuPage County Emergency Management Center on
02/02/18. There were 14 in attendance. Funding
committee has been set up with United Way being the
lead. Plans are being made for House in a Box® in the near future.
Relief efforts in Stephenson county and surrounding areas has been stalled temporary as the local COAD
has not been active. Red Cross and SVdP have been taking the lead in this area and will resume shortly.
We are coordinating efforts with the local emergency manager. There is great need in this area. A major
issue is the lack of funding. There are about 1200 families across northern Illinois that will need to receive
additional assistance.
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Illinois Continued…

Shown Below: Image of flooding in
Watseka

Extensive flooding in Watseka (again) with 51 people in shelters down from over 100. Danville has at least 16
homes destroyed, Kankakee has evacuated a
number of people. Both Champaign and St.
Joseph had 6 homes destroyed. A MARC will
most likely occur in Kankakee and Watseka.
Approximately 250 to 300 families impacted in this
area. A total of three counties declared disaster
areas. Also affected are Momence, Aroma Park. In
far northern Illinois: Rock Island: 128 homes
affected-unable to reach right now. All of far North
West Illinois including Freeport is also impacted. A
total of 10 people were in shelter last night in this
area. Unknown how many couldn't get to shelter
due to flooded roads and vehicles.
Outside NC region: Extensive flooding in Indiana and Michigan. Tornado damage in Kentucky. Southern
Illinois Wabash and Ohio rivers expected to crest late in week. Area of concern: Heavy rains forecasted for
later in week. Please for all those impacted and for our Vincentians who are responding to the call of duty. We
thank Joe Butkovich for his is faithful dedication to serve those impacted by disaster. He is true hero.
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South Dakota
Ongoing recovery at Pine Ridge Indian
Reservation from two disasters. Further
assistance is being postponed until
spring. Many are living in temporarily
repaired condemned trailers. An
unknown amount are still homeless as
a bit over 1,000 have not yet been
contacted mainly due to the transient
population. Some homes have been
rebuilt. We are currently working on
funding to establish a House in a Box®
Program in Rapid City. We are also
collaborating with the South Dakota
Voluntary Organizations Active in
Disaster. The area has abject poverty.

Shown Below: Image of a young boy in
Pine Ridge, South Dakota
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Shown Below: Hurricane damage in
Naples, Florida

South East Region Updates
1. SVDP continues long term recovery work in Puerto Rico
2. SVDP deploying to Virgin Islands to support the Vincentians and community with Parish Recovery
Assistance Centers (P-RAC) in St. Croix and in St. Thomas.
They will alternate between the islands for one week at a
time March through June.
3. Pensacola Tornadoes of 2016 long term recovery
continues. Currently there are six to eight rebuilds
coming.
4. Naples Florida was considering bring HIB® to the area,
but fundraising for the program has been a challenge.
They are focusing on rebuilding their thrift store that was
damaged from the hurricane.
5. Vincentians in Homestead, Florida would like to help
with recovery in the Florida Keys and is considering
expanding SVDP presence there.
6. We are working on building up SVDP Disaster
presence in Mississippi - Rob Greuling has joined the
MSVOAD and will be our disaster lead there and is deploying on the March St. Croix P-RAC deployment.

UPDATES FROM THE EAST REGION ON
BEHALF OF ANTHONY PLUCCHINO
East Region Summary
The main areas of Vincentian activity centered
around the states of New Jersey, Virginia and
West Virginia. There were no issues to report in
DE, DC, MD and PA. In New Jersey, Vincentians
will partner with local organizations on
providing supplies to evacuees from Puerto
Rico in NJ TSAs. A group of Vincentians in
Arlington, VA have expressed an interest in
forming a disaster preparedness committee.
Some of the committee members have
reached out to SVDP Disaster Services Corp.
for guidance and training on disasters. The state of West
Virginia had declared a state of emergency due to
flooding, however, no unmet needs or request for
assistance were identified.

Shown Below:
Flooding returns in West Virginia

UPDATES FROM THE SOUTH CENTRAL
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South Central Region Update
Texas, Louisiana and Arkansas have been under severe weather alert the past
several days with flooding, high winds and ice/snow presenting a problem. This
will remain in effect for the rest of the week. Many road
closures and also school closures.
We continue with the Disaster Case Management
Program in Louisiana with some 400 cases open of the
original 14,000 assigned. Our primary resource for
Repair/Rebuild is the Restore LA program which is
funding by CDBG.
We are also working in Texas to help in the recovery of
Hurricane Harvey. We have volunteers working in most
of the declared counties through our Conferences and
Councils. We were very successful with our Parish
Recovery Assistance Centers early on after the Hurricane
Harvey. We are in anticipation of the impending Disaster Case Management
program which we hope to be a part of. Some 890,000 families were affected by
the storm in 41 declared counties.

Shown Below:
Flooding in Houston, Texas from
Hurricane Harvey

UPCOMING
DEPLOYMENTS TO USVI
Shown Below: Images of Vincentians (local and deployed)
to St. Thomas of the US Virgin Islands with Bishop Bevard.

We have a series of four deployments coming
up from March through June and are actively
fundraising to cover the costs. We will alternate
between St. Croix and St. Thomas, with a one
week long deployment each month. As there
are no Vincentian conferences on the island of
St. Croix we will also be trying to recruit and
begin a conference there on the ground in
addition to providing a Parish Recovery
Assistance Center (P-RAC) to support the local
community that was impacted by hurricanes
Irma and Maria. Currently we are full for
March and April at this time and are
recruiting for May and June’s deployments.
Please pray for our Vincentians as they take on
these great tasks. For interest in our mission
and work that we carry out, please visit us at:
www.svdpdisaster.org

MARCH IS SPRING WEATHER
SAFETY MONTH
Each Month FEMA National Readiness establishes training that National VOAD members are encouraged to share with their faith based and non-profit members.
With spring comes a feeling of renewal. Families everywhere begin cleaning out their basements and garages. Windows are opened,
flowers bloom and the days grow longer thanks in part to Daylight Saving Time, which this year began on March 13.
When you set your clocks forward, the National Safety Council reminds you also to review a safety checklist for your home. We covered Fire
Alarms and Carbon Monoxide preparedness training last month and now we’ll focus on additional items in preparation of Spring weather.
Family Emergency Plan
The National Safety Council recommends every family have an emergency plan in place in the event of a natural disaster or other
catastrophic event. Spring is a great time to review that plan with family members to make sure they know what to do.
Have a home and car emergency kit. The Federal Emergency Management Agency says an emergency kit should include one gallon per
day of water for each person, at least a three-day supply of food, flashlight and batteries, first aid kit, filter mask, plastic sheeting and duct
tape, and medicines. Visit the FEMA website for a complete list.
The emergency plan also should include:
A communications plan to outline how your family members will contact one another if they are not in the same place and where you
should meet if it's safe to go outside
A shelter-in-place plan if outside air is contaminated; FEMA recommends sealing windows, doors and air vents with plastic sheeting
A getaway plan including various routes and destinations in different directions
What Else Should You Do This Spring?
NSC recommends you take unwanted or expired medicines to a prescription drop box or take-back event near you, update your first-aid
kit and, most of all, get outside and have fun!

MARCH IS SPRING WEATHER
SAFETY MONTH
Each Month FEMA National Readiness establishes training that National VOAD members are encouraged to share with their faith based and non-profit members.

Turn Around Don’t Drown Video Found Here: https://youtu.be/eI6mIlHKrVY

MARCH IS SPRING WEATHER
SAFETY MONTH
Each Month FEMA National Readiness establishes training that National VOAD members are encouraged to share with their faith based and non-profit members.

Get Weather Ready Video Found Here: https://youtu.be/uE66ganofF0

MARCH IS SPRING WEATHER
SAFETY MONTH
Each Month FEMA National Readiness establishes training that National VOAD members are encouraged to share with their faith based and non-profit members.

Find a American Red Cross Shelter Near You:
http://www.redcross.org/get-help/disaster-relief-and-recovery-services/find-an-open-shelter
What to Pack if You go to a Shelter:
Emergencies can happen suddenly and you may not have time to pack. Your safety is most important – grab your loved ones and get out
of harm’s way! However if you do have time to pack, please consider
these tips.
Do Bring:
Bedding
Clothing
Medications
Your child’s stuffed animal,
Blanket or other “lovey”
Your emergency kit

Don't Bring:
Alcoholic beverages
Illegal drugs
Weapons

After a Flood:
Let friends and family know you’re safe. Register yourself as safe on the Safe and Well website. If evacuated, return only when authorities
say it is safe to do so. Continue listening to local news or a NOAA Weather Radio for updated information and instructions. Keep children
and pets away from hazardous sites and floodwater.

MARCH IS SPRING WEATHER
SAFETY MONTH
Each Month FEMA National Readiness establishes training that National VOAD members are encouraged to share with their faith based and non-profit members.

Prepare Your Organization for a Flood PlayBook:
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1409930512086e6a6bd53bf0cc73603f0a28771137cb3/
prepareathon_playbook_flood_final_090414_508.pdf
American Red Cross Flood Safety Checklist:
http://www.redcross.org/images/
MEDIA_CustomProductCatalog/m4340128_Flood.pdf
The National Insurance Program:
https://www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Please consider supporting our mission by donating your time, providing financial
support, and/or becoming active in your local community on disaster preparedness
and recovery as a Vincentian.

Please stop by our newly updated website: www.svdpdisaster.org
An online store and training resources will soon be available
exclusively for Vincentians active in disaster recovery.
Follow us on Twitter: @svdpusadisaster
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/DisasterServicesCorp/
Follow us on LinkedIn: Disaster Services Corporation, SVDP-USA
Brooke Newton, Deputy Director: bnewton@svdpdisaster.org

For those of you interested in volunteering, please stop by our
website at www.svpdisaster.org and click on the volunteer button
at the top right corner. It will take you to a webform to complete.
This information will help us gain better insight on you and be able
to better pair you with what we have open and available to
volunteer with. We will set up a one on one phone call shortly after
the form has been completed.
As a reminder, we cannot continue all these great works without
your help. Please consider donating to the general disaster fund at
www.svdpdisaster.org to keep our programs running so that we
can in turn support those who have been impacted by disaster here
in the United States.

