DISASTER RECOVERY CORNER
JANUARY 3, 2019

Vincentians active in disaster recovery, operate on the
ground in wildfire zones within California. Future
survivor stories to come.
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CEO UPDATE
ELIZABETH DISCO-SHEARER

We are starting 2019 with Winter Storm Fisher hitting the Southern
Plains. This morning as I was driving in an ice storm between Dallas and
Shreveport, I was reminded of the importance of disaster preparedness. I
want to encourage everyone to download weather apps on their smart
phones. There are a number of apps including FEMA, Red Cross, and the
Weather Channel. These apps can keep you and your loved safe during
times of inclement weather and disasters. If you don’t have a smart phone,
please go to our website at www.svdpdisaster.org, and check our twitter
feed for weather updates and disaster preparedness information. Wishing
everyone a very Happy New Year and lets hope for less record storms this
year.

VINCENTIANS ACTIVE IN DISASTER RECOVERY
A REPORT FROM THE DISASTER RESOURCE
CENTER IN CHICO, CALIFORNIA
SITREP No. 40
Date of issue:
Time period covered by the SITREP December 26, 2018 Butte Camp Fire (DR-4407 CA)
1.0 Situation to date:
The Camp Fire’s cause remains under investigation. A curfew is in effect for the city of Paradise for all public locations between the hours of 8 p.m. and
6 a.m. It doesn’t apply to first responders or utility staff. The death toll
remains at 86 individuals officially recovered. The number of officially reported/unaccounted for stands at 3. All evacuation orders are lifted. DRC will be
closed New Year’s Day; hrs have the center opening 9am to 1pm New
Year’s Eve and otherwise remain open 9am to 6pm Mon-Sat through Jan 11th. FEMA IA numbers remain at 15% of DRC opening.
2.0 Actions to date:
DRC (LAC) opened at 9am with 1 intake interview volunteer, and 1 roving/card/interview volunteer. One of various $25 gift cards were provided at the
completion of each intake interview. With families/households in need,
privately donated gift or debit cards are additionally provided. Continued the 100 families - $100 effort requested by an anonymous donor: so far 91
have been selected and received $100 in gift cards beyond the customary $25 card. Hygiene kits were distributed today. Gift Card data log tracking is
on vacation for the Holidays. Email discussion of the CSUC collaboration continued today. Phone discussion with Red Cross regarding how we are
doing in distributing the gift cards received Dec. 14 included possible transportation choices for evacuees in the Red Cross Evacuation Center to move
back and forth to Paradise. DRC was open until 6pm and our last interview finished just about 5:45pm. By end of day, we had filed 17 interviews, the
total from 11/16-12/26 = approx. 4,341. Volunteers provided approx. 23 hours of service today, total from 11/16-12/26 = approx. 2,510 hrs. A significant
portion of today’s interviews were with households residing at the Evacuation Center.
3.0 Actions to be completed:
Continue Intake Interview presence at DRC which is maintaining a public schedule of 9am to 6pm, Mon thru Sat, with Sundays closed. P-RAC after St.
John’s Spanish noon Mass will no longer be provided. Attend LTRG mtgs,to be held at 8am Fri. Attend LTRG-Disaster Case Mgt. Committee mtgs to be
held at 9am Fri. Continue developing Intake data format with CSUC faculty. Continue development of a financial summary of ODS-Chico Conference
support in SVDP-USA DSC. Continue development of Volunteers to provide DCM.
4.0 Issue(s):
Volunteer core group continue to express sincerity and empathy with applicants while providing immediate relief, a sense of direction, camaraderie and
advocacy in processing FEMA/SBA. The need for transportation from Red Cross Evacuation Center to Paradise, for appointments re: clean-up has
been expressed by FEMA.
Prepared by: Brent Roden, SVDP-USA Disaster Services Camp Fire Team Leader
Date: 12/26/2018
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MS. GENOA GARRETT WASHINGTON
DISASTER CASE MANAGER
BATON ROUGE, LA
My name is Geona Garrett Washington. I am a graduate of Tulane University
where I majored in Psychology. I am married with one son. I enjoy spending time
with my family, traveling, and attending church.
I started my career path at Easter Seals, Louisiana as a case manager for children
and adults with disabilities. The experience I received from working with children
and adults with disabilities motivated me to want to help our most vulnerable
population. This is what led me to become a Disaster Case Manager.
I am passionate about my job as a DCM because I can assist in bringing disaster
survivors back to full recovery. I am a disaster flood survivor. I know firsthand what
it feels like to lose everything in the blink of an eye. This is what motivates me to
work hard for my clients. Throughout my time at as a case manager. I have been
able to advocate and receive funding for over 45 families with home repairs,
furniture, and employment.

ANSWERING THE CALL TO SERVE
In 2017, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) supported 59 major disaster declarations and 16 emergency declarations for 17
named storms. While the agency continues to support disasters (700 active disaster supports still in place), the nation cannot look at FEMA as
the sole source for response and recovery. Since the inception of FEMA on 1 April 1979 to 2016, $81 billion dollars were expended on disaster
events supporting our nation. In contrast, the following two years 2017 and 2018, saw that same amount, $80 billion issued in support.
Vincentians Answering The Call to Serve
The raging wildfires in California is the latest disaster our nation has endured in 2018, devastating communities with estimated damages in the
billions, and displacing over a quarter of a million people. DSC is supporting local, state, and federal agency responses to these events, and
determined the best way to aid local efforts is to focus on immediate and emergent needs. DSC is meeting the needs of these communities by
offering up three resources: hygiene kits, coats/hats/gloves, and toys.
Serving Americans Through Partnership
Disaster Services Corporation, in partnership with Sourceall Inc., has launched a hygiene kit, hat/coat/glove, and toy drives. The drives are
designed to support the immediate needs that we know will emerge for individuals, families and their communities over the weeks and months to
come. We hope you will join us in support of these drives or donate to the Disaster Services Corporation directly.
Why Donate?
1.Weather experts forecast an 80% chance of an El Nino forming this winter,
+ The Disaster Services Corp., SVDP-USA is ensuring no one is without a coat, gloves, and hat to protect against the forecasted cold.
2.Reports are coming in that well over 500,00 families are unlikely to spend Christmas in their homes, with whatever money they have going
towards rebuilding their lives.
+The Disaster Services Corp., SVDP-USA has undertaken the mission to ensure that all children will have presents to open on Christmas
morning, providing hope that 2019 will be a better year than 2018.

Donate Now
The Disaster Services Corp., SVDP-USA is fueled by Vincentians from around the country, however we also rely on the kindness and giving
from monetary donations. To support our efforts please visit our donations page and help us grow our impact in those communities most
vulnerable. Our donation page can be found here: www.svdpdisaster.org
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WINTER STORMS & EXTREME COLD
PREPAREDNESS
Winter storms create a higher risk of car accidents, hypothermia, frostbite, carbon monoxide poisoning, and heart attacks from
overexertion. Winter storms and blizzards can bring extreme cold, freezing rain, snow, ice, and high winds. A winter storm can:
Last a few hours or several days;
-Knock out heat, power, and communication services; and
-Place older adults, young children, and sick individuals at greater risk.
-IF YOU ARE UNDER A WINTER STORM WARNING, FIND SHELTER RIGHT AWAY
-Stay off roads.
-Stay indoors and dress warmly.
-Prepare for power outages.
-Use generators outside only and away from windows.
-Listen for emergency information and alerts.
-Look for signs of hypothermia and frostbite.
-Check on neighbors.
Prepare NOW
-Know your area’s risk for winter storms. Extreme winter weather can leave communities without utilities or other services for long
periods of time.
-Prepare your home to keep out the cold with insulation, caulking, and weather stripping. Learn how to keep pipes from freezing.
Install and test smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors with battery backups.
-Pay attention to weather reports and warnings of freezing weather and winter storms. Sign up for your community’s warning
system. The Emergency Alert System (EAS) and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Weather Radio also
provide emergency alerts.
-Gather supplies in case you need to stay home for several days without power. Keep in mind each person’s specific needs,
including medication. Do not forget the needs of pets. Have extra batteries for radios and flashlights.
-Create an emergency supply kit for your car. Include jumper cables, sand, a flashlight, warm clothes, blankets, bottled water, and
non-perishable snacks. Keep the gas tank full.
-Learn the signs of, and basic treatments for, frostbite and hypothermia.
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WINTER STORMS & EXTREME COLD
PREPAREDNESS

•

Winter Storm Information
Sheet (PDF)

•

National Weather
Service (link)

•

American Red Cross (link)

•

How to Prepare for a Winter
Storm (PDF)

•

Winter Storm
Playbook (PDF)

•

When The Sky Turns Gray Animated (Video)

•

Winter Storm Creative

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Please consider supporting our mission by donating your time,
providing financial support, and/or becoming active in your local
community on disaster preparedness and recovery as a Vincentian.
Please stop by our newly updated website: www.svdpdisaster.org
An online store and training resources will soon be available
exclusively for Vincentians active in disaster recovery.

For those of you interested in volunteering, please stop by our
website at www.svpdisaster.org and click on the volunteer button
at the top right corner. It will take you to a webform to complete.
This information will help us gain better insight on you and be

Follow us on Twitter: @svdpusadisaster

able to better pair you with what we have open and available to

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/
DisasterServicesCorp/

after the form has been completed. As a reminder, we cannot

Follow us on LinkedIn: Disaster Services Corporation, SVDP-USA
Monique Brent, mbrent@svdpdisaster.org
Manager, Volunteer Resources and Deployments

volunteer with. We will set up a one on one phone call shortly
continue all these great works without your help. Please consider
donating to the general disaster fund at www.svdpdisaster.org to
keep our programs running so that we can in turn support those
who have been impacted by disaster here in the United States.

