DISASTER RECOVERY
CORNER
Vincentians share reflections from their recent deployment to
St. Croix in this week’s e-newsletter.

JUNE 28, 2018

A MESSAGE FROM OUR CEO,
ELIZABETH DISCO-SHEARER
This past weekend, I had the honor of co-presenting, with
Anthony Pluchino, a Disaster Preparedness Workshop to
Vincentians in Emmitsburg, Maryland for the Eastern
Region Meeting. The Vincentians that attended the
workshop learned about Parish Recovery Assistance
Centers, Disaster Casework, DSC programs and how to
present a case to a local Long -Term Recovery Committee.
It is so encouraging to see our Councils and Conferences
planning for disaster relief and recovery in their
communities. No one wants to see a disaster impact their
parish, town or county, but it is far better to have a plan than
to respond in the middle of a disaster.
Please go to our website at www.svdpdisaster.org and to
find out how to contact your Regional Disaster
Representative. DSC will also be presenting an actionpacked Disaster Preparedness Workshop on August 29,
2018 at the National Assembly Meeting in San Diego, CA.

ST. CROIX REFLECTIONS
The deployment to St. Croix was a very enlightening
experience for me as it was the first of such a trip. The
people that I met and worked with were wonderful and the
camaraderie was immediate and we all gelled as if we'd
known each other for years. Fr Andersen was a wonderful
cook and made sure dinner was always on time each
evening and full of delicious surprises. Terry did an
excellent job with providing breakfast daily to get our day
started. Everyone pitched in where and when needed to
make the overall experience unforgettable as well as very
productive.
Pairing each team for home visits with persons from the
local community was an excellent idea as it aided in finding
the homes we visited much easier and cut down on a lot of
time that could have been wasted getting lost. Isabel, Terry
and Fr Andersen did an excellent job in organizing the
deployment which made what could have been a stressful
experience smooth, productive, and unforgettable.
Anneta

ST. CROIX REFLECTIONS

It was truly a wonderful experience to be
deployed to St Croix as a volunteer.The
interaction at meal time, in a positive manner,
and by doing so we were able to go out there and
meet, greet and be ready to interact with the
people of St.Croix, whose homes were damaged,
some destroyed, by category five hurricane
named Maria. Team members were on point to
delivery. A special kudos to team leaders of
SVDP USA For a job well done. It was truly a
tremendous success and look forward to future
engagements.
Thank you, good team work.
Hilda Celestine

VIRGINIA VOAD RECEIVES TRAINING FROM
DSC

Elizabeth Disco-Shearer, CEO of DSC, conducted a training for the Virginia VOAD on long term recovery groups and how to
implement a long term Disaster Case Management program for survivors of the recent tornadoes in Lynchburg and Amherst,
Virginia. Training was held in Lynchburg, Virginia.
Elizabeth is shown to the right with some of the local leadership.

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL HELPS
SENIORS DISPLACED BY CENTERVILLE FIRE

Click the link below to read the article:
https://www.catholicherald.com/News/Local_News/St__Vincent_de_Paul_helps_seniors_displaced_by_Centreville_fire/

MONTHLY GUEST BLOG
NATIONAL VOAD, WHAT IS IT?

Even if you do not know what National VOAD
stands for, there is a very good chance that you know
who we are. You may have given blood at a Red
Cross blood drive, or interacted with a Salvation
Army bell ringer, received a hygiene kit from
International Orthodox Christian Charities, granted
financial assistance from St Vincent de Paul, or
perhaps you had Team Rubicon assist you with
clearing debris following a disaster. Both in times of
disaster and in times of peace, National Voluntary
Organizations Active in Disaster (National VOAD)
members and partners are serving your community
and responding where they are needed most. To keep
reading the blog, click HERE.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Please consider supporting our mission by donating your time,
providing financial support, and/or becoming active in your local
community on disaster preparedness and recovery as a Vincentian.
Please stop by our newly updated website: www.svdpdisaster.org
An online store and training resources will soon be available
exclusively for Vincentians active in disaster recovery.

For those of you interested in volunteering, please stop by our
website at www.svpdisaster.org and click on the volunteer button
at the top right corner. It will take you to a webform to complete.
This information will help us gain better insight on you and be

Follow us on Twitter: @svdpusadisaster

able to better pair you with what we have open and available to

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/
DisasterServicesCorp/

after the form has been completed. As a reminder, we cannot

Follow us on LinkedIn: Disaster Services Corporation, SVDP-USA
Brooke Newton, Deputy Director: bnewton@svdpdisaster.org

volunteer with. We will set up a one on one phone call shortly
continue all these great works without your help. Please consider
donating to the general disaster fund at www.svdpdisaster.org to
keep our programs running so that we can in turn support those
who have been impacted by disaster here in the United States.

