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D I S A S T E R S E R V I C E S C O R P. , S V D P - U S A A N D
THE MEANING OF COMMUNITY STEWARDSHIP:
COMBINING SERVICE AND FAITH
AUTHORED BY KEVIN PEACH
Year after year in the United States, disasters have become increasingly more
prevalent. The 2017 hurricane season was the most disastrous in our nation’s
history, affecting 8% of the U.S. population (25 million people). Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) supported 59 major disaster declarations and 16
emergency declarations for 17 named storms.
We have learned a few important lessons that it is now time to apply:
1.) FEMA has limits. Disaster preparedness, response and recovery are
responsibilities that we all share. The nation currently does not have a true culture of
preparedness for future disasters. That must change.
2.) FEMA and communities lacked situational awareness of critical commodities that
resided in their own backyards and surrounding communities.
3.) Private sector companies and philanthropic organizations did not know where to
donate or what was needed by impacted communities.
A positive, strong lesson learned, however, is that Americans are resilient. There has
been strong support from the private sector, specifically our community-based and
faith-based organizations. Disaster response and emergency management are not
only the responsibility of government but also every community. As FEMA
Administrator, Brock Long, explains “Everyone – whether you are a public servant, a
member of a family, or a business that is part of a community – must work together
to make this happen, FEMA alone cannot accomplish these goals.”
To continue reading the blog: https://www.svdpdisaster.org/blog/disaster-servicescorp-svdp-usa-and-meaning-community-stewardship-combining-service-and-faith

PARISH RECOVERY ASSISTANCE CENTER
OPERATIONS - GOLDSBORO, NC

The Disaster Services Corporation, SVDP-USA and Vincentian members deployed into Goldsboro, North Carolina shortly after the deployment
to Washington, North Carolina closed. Vincentians there provided cash cards, food, water, and other aid to the community. They collected in-take
forms to follow up with impacted community members to begin the disaster case management process.

HURRICANE MICHAEL

The Disaster Services Corporation, SVDP-USA is monitoring all storm activity and is in communication with the
respective councils and conferences on the ground. Assessments will be made once the first responders have
departed and the area is safe to enter. We have a business continuity plan in place for our DCM Program in
Florida. Martha Desposito, our South East Regional Disaster Chair, is located in Pensacola, Florida. We will be
monitoring evacuation needs and then relief needs. Please consider donating to our disaster relief fund at:
svdpdisaster.org to support our efforts in the long term recovery in the impacted communities.

HYGIENE KIT DRIVE
We are fundraising for hygiene kits. It is our goal to have more than 10,000 kits readily available for an immediate deployment.
The Disaster Services Corp., St. Vincent de Paul USA is calling for your help to purchase hygiene kits for disaster victims!
Personal hygiene kits are always in need to keep up with the disasters in the U.S. alone! Through this campaign, we would like to
raise 10,000 kits for disaster victims. These hygiene kits have been customized for Disaster Services Corp., St Vincent de Paul
USA and include items for specific age groups (e.g., a backpack and stuffed animal for kids).
All kits purchased here will be shipped to a designated SVdP Disaster Services location for distribution to people in need. Click
here to learn more or donate. Please note: You will need to create an account to complete your donation.
Thank you for your support and generosity!
To support our efforts please visit:
https://svdp-dwsourceall.roonga.com/svdphygienetkits2018

PUERTO RICO UPDATES

SVDP Council President, William Maldonado Rodriguez and his wife Karen Cabanas attended the
2018 Valor Summit in Puerto Rico. William and Karen have been a blessing to their community. They have
dedicated their time and energy to leading the recovery effort on the ground in Puerto Rico. These two are truly
inspiring heroes and we are grateful for all they have done and continue to do.
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Education: BS degree East Carolina University (Greenville, NC).
Family: married 29 years, 3 children aged 26, 22 and 14!
Hobbies: working in the yard relaxes me and is a huge “de-stresser”; spending
time with our daughter pursuing her passion of horseback riding takes up many
hours.
Career path: I spent many years in banking and finance. When I decided to do
something different I joined Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central Arkansas and
worked there for 6 years, completing my responsibilities as Director of
Programs. From that point on I was hooked in the non-profit world.
What led you to become a DCM? I joined Catholic Charities of the Diocese of
Baton Rouge as a DCM Supervisor in August, 2016, two weeks after the Great
Flood. It was my first experience in Disaster Relief and it was a tremendous
one! I loved seeing the compassion of people on both sides of the job, the
clients we were serving and the Case Managers doing the work. I was amazed
at what could be accomplished on behalf of flood survivors with advocacy and
hard work.
We began our program officially on August 1, 2018. Fully staffed we are 46
strong: Anthony Pluchino as Program Director, myself Assistant Program
Manager, 3 DCM Supervisors, 30 DCMs, 3 Data Team, 2 CCAs, 1 IT, 5 Admin.
We continue to serve the 11 Parish Disaster declared area of metropolitan Baton
Rouge and surrounding areas. We just received an extension to carry our
program to February 11, 2019. We hope to continue to serve after that!
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JOHNA YOUNG
DATA ENTRY SPECIALIST
NORTHERN, LA

Bachelor of Science in Business Administration from
Northwestern State University
My name is Johna Young, I started my career within the
Disaster Services Field two years ago assisting the
North Louisiana communities recovering from the
March 2016 flood. I love to help and assist the many
people we have with recovering from the floods that
happened about two years ago. Although the job that I
do is mostly data entry, I love working on computers
and helping assist with reports for the program Director.

LISA HOLMES EVANS
DISASTER CASE MANAGER
NORTHERN, LA

Born: in Montgomery, Louisiana
Education: MBA/Healthcare Management
Mrs. Evans started with Society of St. Vincent de Paul disaster Services Division
in November 2016 to assist with clients which had received damages from March
2016 floods. Mrs. Evans has always been one that loves to help out others
beginning with customer service manager at Wal-Mart Retail, helping out at
many different hospitals and nursing homes as certified nursing assistant,
teaching life skills in education, of elementary grade levels in Grant parish and
also at St. Luke AME Church, with after school tutoring. Mrs. Evans is one who
loves to help others. Working with the many clients at SVDP has also given me
much more learning on how to help the needy from the disasters that we are
facing today.

2018 IN REVIEW

https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/billions/

www.svdpdisaster.org

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Please consider supporting our mission by donating your time,
providing financial support, and/or becoming active in your local
community on disaster preparedness and recovery as a Vincentian.
Please stop by our newly updated website: www.svdpdisaster.org
An online store and training resources will soon be available
exclusively for Vincentians active in disaster recovery.

For those of you interested in volunteering, please stop by our
website at www.svpdisaster.org and click on the volunteer button
at the top right corner. It will take you to a webform to complete.
This information will help us gain better insight on you and be

Follow us on Twitter: @svdpusadisaster

able to better pair you with what we have open and available to

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/
DisasterServicesCorp/

after the form has been completed. As a reminder, we cannot

Follow us on LinkedIn: Disaster Services Corporation, SVDP-USA
Monique Brent, mbrent@svdpdisaster.org
Manager, Volunteer Resources and Deployments

volunteer with. We will set up a one on one phone call shortly
continue all these great works without your help. Please consider
donating to the general disaster fund at www.svdpdisaster.org to
keep our programs running so that we can in turn support those
who have been impacted by disaster here in the United States.

