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Image: The Beaumont, Texas House in a Box
Program is in full swing for Hurricane Harvey
Survivors.

AN UPDATE FROM OUR CEO,
ELIZABETH DISCO-SHEARER
It has been a devastating week for fires in Northern
California. The Carr Fires in Redding, California have
taken six lives and there are ten people missing at
this time. The fire has burned more than 110,000
acres and destroyed more than 1,200 structures. The
Disaster Services Corporation is working with our
local Western Region Disaster Rep and our local
Conferences in the area to help support disaster
recovery efforts. Preparedness for disasters is so
critical and knowing how you would evacuate and
what to take with you in a fire, could save your life
and those of loved ones. This month in San Diego
will be offering a Disaster Preparedness Workshop on
August 29, 2018. If you are attending the National
Assembly, please register for this important
workshop.

A RECAP FROM MAY WILDFIRE TRAINING
Shareables

•

Wildfire Information Sheet (PDF)

•

Cloud of Smoke (video)

•

Fires and Your Health (link)

•

Fires Current Conditions (link)

•

When the fire starts (video)

•

United States Fire Administration (link)

•

Smokey Bear (link)

•

United States Forest Service (link)

•

American Red Cross (link)

•

Wildfire Banners and Web Badges (link)

•

NFPA’s Firewise USA (link)
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TINA MARTINEZ
PAYROLL SPECIALIST
I began my career with a major plumbing company and progressed from a
payroll clerk to advancing to the company’s office manager. I processed
payroll, electronic deposits and employee payroll adjustments. Responded
to employee inquiries regarding payroll and timekeeping. Prepared and filed
sales receipts, handled tax returns, gross receipts, franchise taxes, annual
reports and other misc. filings. Processed data validation and transmission
of sales for weekly, semi-monthly and sales payrolls. Handled all contracts,
change orders, proposals and job quotes for new commercial construction
projects. Provided all material and skill craftsmen personnel. I have worked
as an Assistant to an Entrepreneur who owned 186 franchised restaurants.
I handled all the President’s and other company VIP’s travel arrangements
and expenses. Organized all files and spreadsheets. Collaborated with
other admin assistants, human resource and finance departments on
special projects and events. Also, I was an Assistant to the owner of an
international packaging company that specialized in purses, handbags,
jewelry and other accessories. Handled all his travel arrangements,
domestic and international. Handled all personal business matters and any
other issues that came up during business hours.

REV. MR. HECTOR MALDONADO
DISASTER CASE MANAGER

My name is Rev. Mr. Hector Maldonado and I am a member of our
Orange, Texas SVDP disaster recovery team. A native of El Paso, Texas,
my family and I moved to the Southeast Texas area in 1995. I and my wife
Cindy, have been married for 37 years, and have 3 children, Hector II,
Stephen, and Diane, as well as one crazy grandson, Kass Maddex, age 3. I
was ordained into the Permanent Diaconate in 2006, and am assigned to
the Diocese of Beaumont, at St. Francis of Assisi Parish. I am also a
disabled Navy veteran. With service being an important part of my
diaconate ministry, I felt that assisting others with recovery was important,
since I, my wife and my family, are also survivors of Harvey’s devastating
flood waters. I feel that my efforts With SVDP USA-DSC is simply a further
extension of my calling and an opportunity to continue to serve my parish
and community in a positive manner.

ANGELA CARTER
DISASTER CASE MANAGER

My name is Angela Carter. I am a mother of two and a grandmother of
four. I have a Bachelor’s and Master’s degree in the field of Social Work.
My professional background stems from working with the elderly and
disabled population. Since 2007 I have been employed in long-term care
and rehabilitation.
In August of 2017 Hurricane Harvey devastated the Southeast Texas
area. Many people were affected by this natural disaster, some people I
knew, most I did not. For a few days I was unable to go to my job
because of the routes being blocked by the flood waters. So, I begin to
volunteer at a local shelter in my hometown of Jasper, Texas. I saw the
need to reach out and help as many as I could. St. Vincent de Paul
Disaster Services Corporation offered that opportunity and I look forward
to using my abilities to work one on one with individuals and families as I
and my community recover together.

MONIQUE BRENT IN ACTION

Monique Brent, Manager of Volunteer Programs, Deployments, and Administrative Support for Hurricane Harvey Relief is hard at
work in the Fredricksburg, Virginia Disaster Services Corporation, SVDPUSA Office. Monique is a great support and we are
blessed to have her talent supporting DSC.

HOUSE IN A BOX® - BEAUMONT IN FOCUS
The Project Comeback Texas House in a Box ® Program is underway throughout the state of Texas. These images spotlight the
Beaumont, Texas program. Furniture is delivered to a centralized distribution warehouse in San Antonio and from there truckloads are
delivered to stations throughout the state. Clients are vetted through DSC’s Disaster Case Management Program. St. Vincent de Paul
and the Disaster Services Corporation target the most vulnerable to earn these kits as the need is great and all these home goods are
available through donations, grant programs, and partnerships with other faith based community partners from the National VOAD
organization. To learn more about DSC’s HIB® Program visit: https://www.svdpdisaster.org/house-box-program and consider donating at:
https://www.svdpdisaster.org/civicrm/contribute/transact?reset=1&id=1

MARSHALLTOWN, IA TORNADO RESPONSE
Quick and some approximate stats:
-About 700 households were affected by the tornado.
-About 500 homes sustained major damage.
-616 families/households came through the Marshalltown MARC
-265 families/households hit our table
- We provided $10,675 in gas and food assistance via Casey (gas) and Walmart (food) $25 gift cards (427 gift cards)
MARC SVdP Table Volunteers:
-TUE 7/24: 1 Des Moines Vincentians (me), 12 hrs; 1 Des Moines non-Vincentian (Mike Beck) and 7 Marshalltown non-Vincentians, 36 hours;
-WED 7/25: 2 Des Moines Vincentians (Rita Dette and I), 30 hrs; and 7 Marshalltown non-Vincentian volunteers, 22 hrs;
-THU 7/26: 3 Des Moines Vincentians (Rolla and Mary Lu Herman, and I), 34 hrs; 4 Marshalltown non-Vincentians, 12 hrs.
A Note from Jim Wachuta, Council President
Thanks to all of your help and guidance it went, in my opinion, very smoothly and clean on our part. Our table was very popular and the
MARC coordinator really appreciated our contribution. Our volunteers were very efficient, compassionate and wonderful to work with and kept
the line moving. All of the folks were grateful for our presence and the fact that we were there to help, even though our offerings were small in
comparison to the challenges they were facing! I think we made a pretty good impression on the Marshalltown volunteers as well and they
were grateful for the opportunity to serve their community in this way, seemed to enjoy the experience and got personal satisfaction from
serving.
In addition to the cards we provided, Steve and I agreed to offer ALL of our services in Des Moines to any Marshalltown tornado victim and
we provided each of them hardcopy instructions on services available and how to access them. The staff has been instructed to be sure to
work with them should they get a call from one of them, and to treat them with TLC.
Thanks again for all of your help!
Yours in friendship and service,
Jim Wachuta, Council President
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OUR FEATURED MONTHLY GUEST BLOG:
BRINGING IT ALL TOGETHER: FEMA AND THE
D I S A S T E R S E R V I C E S C O R P. , S V D P - U S A
FEMA maintains strong relationships with
many voluntary organizations under the
umbrella of the National Voluntary
Organizations Active in Disaster (National
VOAD), of which the Society of St. Vincent
de Paul is a member. Together, we
promote the National movement’s core
principles — cooperation, communication,
coordination, and collaboration — in order
to build strong, resilient communities and
help survivors impacted by disasters.
To continue reading our guest blog click the
link found here: http://bit.ly/2ubwhdy

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Please consider supporting our mission by donating your time,
providing financial support, and/or becoming active in your local
community on disaster preparedness and recovery as a Vincentian.
Please stop by our newly updated website: www.svdpdisaster.org
An online store and training resources will soon be available
exclusively for Vincentians active in disaster recovery.

For those of you interested in volunteering, please stop by our
website at www.svpdisaster.org and click on the volunteer button
at the top right corner. It will take you to a webform to complete.
This information will help us gain better insight on you and be

Follow us on Twitter: @svdpusadisaster

able to better pair you with what we have open and available to

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/
DisasterServicesCorp/

after the form has been completed. As a reminder, we cannot

Follow us on LinkedIn: Disaster Services Corporation, SVDP-USA
Monique Brent, mbrent@svdpdisaster.org
Manager of Volunteer Programs, Deployments

volunteer with. We will set up a one on one phone call shortly
continue all these great works without your help. Please consider
donating to the general disaster fund at www.svdpdisaster.org to
keep our programs running so that we can in turn support those
who have been impacted by disaster here in the United States.

