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CEO UPDATE
ELIZABETH DISCO-SHEARER
This past week I traveled from the disaster zones of Northern CA to Houston, TX and
then on to Southeast TX. On Tuesday of this week, I was honored to be part of the
Legal Services Corporation’s Disaster Recovery Taskforce Hearing in Houston, TX. I
am on a task force that is exploring how best to deliver legal services and information to
underserved populations after a disaster. LSC is the single largest funder of civil legal
aid for low-income Americans in the nation. Established in 1974, LSC operates as an
independent 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation that promotes equal access to justice and
provides grants for high-quality civil legal assistance to low-income Americans. The
Task Force, with more than 60 members, is comprised of emergency management
experts, representatives of legal aid programs that LSC funds, business leaders from
LSC’s Leaders Council, and other stakeholders working to address the legal aid
component of disaster response. Families living in poverty are more likely to suffer
adversely from natural disasters. We will have another hearing in Miami in 2019.
I also conducted site visits among several of our Hurricane Harvey Disaster Case
Management offices. DSC is serving 17 counties in Texas that were impacted by
Hurricane Harvey. We have an amazing group of dedicated individuals who are helping
survivors on the long road to recovery. Hurricane Harvey was a Category 4 storm that
hit Texas on August 25, 2017. It caused $125 billion in damage according to the
National Hurricane Center. That’s more than any other natural disaster in U.S. history
except Hurricane Katrina. DSC’s mission is to model the charism of the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul by providing quality programs and services to families and
communities impacted by natural and manmade disasters across this great nation.

ELIZABETH DISCO-SHEARER ON A SITE
INSPECTION THROUGHOUT TEXAS

Elizabeth Disco-Shearer, CEO of the Disaster Services Corp., led site visits this week to several of our
Hurricane Harvey offices.

VINCENTIANS ACTIVE IN DISASTER RECOVERY

Attending the 2018 CCUSA Conference Applied Institute for Disaster Excellence
In Colorado Springs, CO

VINCENTIANS ACTIVE IN DISASTER RECOVERY
A REPORT FROM THE DISASTER RESOURCE
CENTER IN CHICO, CALIFORNIA
The Camp Fire’s cause remains under investigation. The staggering death toll remains at 85 individuals. The number of
unaccounted for dropped to 11. A curfew is in effect for the city of Paradise for all public locations
between the hours of 8 p.m. and 6 a.m.
DRC (LAC) opened at 9am with 4 intake interviewer volunteers, 1 file volunteers, 1 card volunteer to start the day. SVDP-USA
National Disaster Walmart Select cards were provided at the completion of each intake interview until they were exhausted in the
late afternoon. With families in need, privately donated gift or debit cards are additionally provided. Hygiene kits arrived midday and
were utilized immediately. A bit more work was accomplished towards digitizing intake data. The Gov Elect’s wife came through on a
tour with State personnel and Suzanne received her in front of our tables and introduced our efforts. DRC was open until 7pm and
our last interview finished just before. By end of day, we had filed 81 interviews, total from 11/16-12/02 = approx. 3,356.The 81
represented the lowest intake to date, well off the 177 average per day. Volunteers provided an approximate total from 11/16-12/01
is a total approximate 1,620 hrs.
Volunteer staff continues to show strength in support for the affected community members. The transition from emergency response
to long term recovery is around the corner. Due to losses from the Camp Fire, Merced Ins. filed bankruptcy and the CA State
Insurance Commissioner has indicated that the State will step in. One affected community member was taken over to the State
Insurance table at DRC to begin the process of losses claims. No SVDP-USA DSC WalMart Select cards to start the day. The Cal
Fireman’s Association is now out of the DRC, along with their leaving is the departure of their $250 debit cards per FEMA #. Those
evacuees who were in Oroville and Gridley had little to no idea of what was available to them at the DRC and are just now realizing
what they had missed out on, as they trickle in to find Tzu Chi and SVDP-USA DSC the only NGO immediate relief still standing.
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Judy Dietlein is the SVDP Sacramento Council Pres and Western Region Disaster Rep. supporting our
Vincentians in Chico, California.
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NATIONAL VOAD’S ROLE IN DISASTER
RECOVERY
AUTHORED BY GENERAL JAMES HOYER OF THE
WEST VIRGINIA NATIONAL GUARD
Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster (VOAD) is a national humanitarian association of independent organizations that may be
active in all phases of disaster. Its mission is simple - to identify unmet needs and facilitate efficient, streamlined service delivery to
those impacted by disaster. Each state has a lead VOAD agency, but many people may not be aware that they exist, or what they
provide to citizens in need following a disaster.
VOAD fills a critical gap, taking a large burden off of state and local government officials and agencies, by providing subject matter
expertise at the point of greatest need. It is a force multiplier, providing overall coordination of volunteer efforts across a wide range
of organizations to include public and private sectors, during both response and recovery phases of an event. VOAD helps both
individuals and communities get back on their feet, and then helps them be more prepared for future events that might occur. They
are an indispensable asset in the overall Emergency Management tool kit and a dedicated partner for recovery.
To continue reading our guest blog visit:
http://bit.ly/2P9gJP8

MS. CHERYL STRICKLAND
DISASTER CASE MANAGER
BATON ROUGE, LA
I graduated in the Class of 81 from Joseph S Clark. I then attended University of New
Orleans for 2 years and Major in Computer Science. I then attended Career Com
College of Business and received certificate for Word Processing. I am bless to have 3
wonderful children as well as three beautiful grandchildren. In my spare time I enjoy
playing with my grandchildren and assisting my neighbors with chores.
I became a Disaster Case Manager in 2005 right after Katrina. As I was also a victim
from the storm and was relocated to Lafayette where I continued working as a Case
Manager.
What I enjoy about my role is assisting clients with their rebuild which is always a
pleasure. I really do enjoy meeting people and I enjoy the moment when you have
helped many back into their homes. I am thrilled to prepare cases for LTRO to receive
funding. It is such a relief when you present and you are rewarded. Just hearing my
client’s voices of joy knowing that they have been rewarded the funding needed to
complete their rebuild.
Remember the right support system will allowed you to fulfill the needs of the clients
with seeking resources. I set goals high when it comes to completing a recovery plan.
My Motto Is “Walk In Faith”

ANSWERING THE CALL TO SERVE
In 2017, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) supported 59 major disaster declarations and 16 emergency declarations for 17
named storms. While the agency continues to support disasters (700 active disaster supports still in place), the nation cannot look at FEMA as
the sole source for response and recovery. Since the inception of FEMA on 1 April 1979 to 2016, $81 billion dollars were expended on disaster
events supporting our nation. In contrast, the following two years 2017 and 2018, saw that same amount, $80 billion issued in support.
Vincentians Answering The Call to Serve
The raging wildfires in California is the latest disaster our nation has endured in 2018, devastating communities with estimated damages in the
billions, and displacing over a quarter of a million people. DSC is supporting local, state, and federal agency responses to these events, and
determined the best way to aid local efforts is to focus on immediate and emergent needs. DSC is meeting the needs of these communities by
offering up three resources: hygiene kits, coats/hats/gloves, and toys.
Serving Americans Through Partnership
Disaster Services Corporation, in partnership with Sourceall Inc., has launched a hygiene kit, hat/coat/glove, and toy drives. The drives are
designed to support the immediate needs that we know will emerge for individuals, families and their communities over the weeks and months to
come. We hope you will join us in support of these drives or donate to the Disaster Services Corporation directly.
Why Donate?
1.Weather experts forecast an 80% chance of an El Nino forming this winter,
+ The Disaster Services Corp., SVDP-USA is ensuring no one is without a coat, gloves, and hat to protect against the forecasted cold.
2.Reports are coming in that well over 500,00 families are unlikely to spend Christmas in their homes, with whatever money they have going
towards rebuilding their lives.
+The Disaster Services Corp., SVDP-USA has undertaken the mission to ensure that all children will have presents to open on Christmas
morning, providing hope that 2019 will be a better year than 2018.

Donate Now:
Please visit https://svdp-dwsourceall.roonga.com/2018winterdrive to donate to the coat drive.
The Disaster Services Corp., SVDP-USA is fueled by Vincentians from around the country, however we also rely on the kindness and giving
from monetary donations. To support our efforts please visit our donations page and help us grow our impact in those communities most
vulnerable. Our donation page can be found here: http://bit.ly/2Ml1lO4.

WINTER COAT AND TOY DRIVE
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul's Disaster Services Division is calling for your help to equip disaster victims with warm winter
wear - at the same time, we'd like to bring a smile to the kids affected by recent disasters!
Below you will find complete sets of winter wear - coats, hats, and gloves for men, women, boys and girls. We have also included
an assortment of toys for different ages for the holiday season. Any items left over will be given out during next year's disasters.
Thank you for your support and generosity!
To support our efforts please visit:
https://svdp-dwsourceall.roonga.com/2018winterdrive
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RECOVERY SPOTLIGHT

Shamekia Rine, a single mother of two, lost all her possessions
to the rising water of Hurricane Harvey. Now in a new residence,
Ms. Rine had no ability to replace her lost furnishings and
Disaster Services Corporation was able to step up and feel the
void created by the flood. Ms. Rine now can continue providing
for her family and recovering from the devastation of Hurricane
Harvey without having to worry about her children’s safety and
comfort in a new environment.
– DCM Nelson Ikegulu, Orange County

RECOVERY SPOTLIGHT

Jamekia Declouet lost all her furniture during the flooding from
Hurricane Harvey. A family of five with four children under the age
of eighteen, they had no furnishings once they regained their
residence. Disaster Services was able to supply beds for the
entire family as well as a sofa and kitchen utensils and cookware.
While this families recovery is far from over, Disaster Service
Corporation was able make serious inroads with our assistance
towards Ms. Declouet’s efforts in establishing a safe and secure
environment for her children.
– DCM Nelson Ikegulu, Orange County
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
Please consider supporting our mission by donating your time,
providing financial support, and/or becoming active in your local
community on disaster preparedness and recovery as a Vincentian.
Please stop by our newly updated website: www.svdpdisaster.org
An online store and training resources will soon be available
exclusively for Vincentians active in disaster recovery.

For those of you interested in volunteering, please stop by our
website at www.svpdisaster.org and click on the volunteer button
at the top right corner. It will take you to a webform to complete.
This information will help us gain better insight on you and be

Follow us on Twitter: @svdpusadisaster

able to better pair you with what we have open and available to

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/
DisasterServicesCorp/

after the form has been completed. As a reminder, we cannot

Follow us on LinkedIn: Disaster Services Corporation, SVDP-USA
Monique Brent, mbrent@svdpdisaster.org
Manager, Volunteer Resources and Deployments

volunteer with. We will set up a one on one phone call shortly
continue all these great works without your help. Please consider
donating to the general disaster fund at www.svdpdisaster.org to
keep our programs running so that we can in turn support those
who have been impacted by disaster here in the United States.

