DISASTER RECOVERY
CORNER
Photo curtesy of Vincentian, Terry Taylor during his recent deployment
to Puerto Rico. Shown: Canovanas, Puerto Rico homes of many
undocumented Dominicans that do not qualify for FEMA. Roofs are
being replaced by Team Rubicon. Some of the criteria for replacements
are: family with children, disabled, or senior citizens.
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PUERTO RICO
UPDATES
Photo shown to right: Alta Vista, PR the work is far from over.
Our local Puerto Rican Council and Conferences have shown to
be been strong and resilient in their long term recovery. Terry
Taylor and Maria Gonzalez traveled down to Puerto Rico to
assist with guidance and additional support where the local
Vincentians managed and operated their own Parish Recovery
Assistance Centers (3) throughout Puerto Rico.
The Disaster Services Corporation, SVDP-USA is seeking an RFP
to bid on Disaster Case Management Program on the island.
Please continue to keep everyone involved at every level in
your prayers. For our Puerto Rican Vincentians who are
survivors and still rise to serve of others, for our Vincentians
who have traveled regularly from state-side to support our
Puerto Rican brothers and sisters, and for our non-profit that we
may continue to flourish so that we may in turn support the
community on the island.
For hygiene kits and other physical donations please mail to:
William Rodriguez - SSVDP
Hc 83 Box 6338
Km 28.0 Carr. 2 Sector Arenas
Vega Alta, Puerto Rico 00692-2707

HARVEY RECOVERY
A consortium has been established through National VOAD’s
direction on Hurricane Harvey’s Long Term Recovery.
National VOAD and Texas VOAD members
met together this past week in Austin, Texas
(home to Texas’s Emergency Management
Office and State Capital) to discuss ways
that each of our organizations may be able
to join forces to support the overwhelming
need throughout the State of Texas.
Members such as: The United Methodists,
Catholic Charities, Lutheran Disaster
Services, Islamic Relief, the Disaster
Services Corporation, SVDP-USA, and
PVMA, LLC gathered together. This is an
exciting first step to the long term recovery
efforts. The Texas FEMA Voluntary Agency
Liaison met with the group as well as the
Texas Health and Human Services Director.
We learned more about the severity of the
numbers being reported in on families
needing assistance. Please pray over the
long term recovery work SVDP and DSC is
doing on the ground each day in Texas.
See NOAA’s interactive map and
presentation that takes an in-depth look at
Hurricane Harvey’s impact:
https://goo.gl/A7QL7Z

Pictured below: National members of
the National Voluntary Organizations
Active in Disaster (VOAD) and local
Texas State VOAD Members.

Updates from Joe Butkovitch “the Disaster
King” of the North Central Region on
Illinois flooding recovery and
Pine Ridge, South Dakota.

Elizabeth Disco-Shearer, CEO of the Disaster Services
Corporation, SVDP-USA, will be providing Disaster Case
Management Training to members of the northern Illinois COAD
who are responding to over 1,000 family cases that were
impacted by the spring and summer floods from 2017. The
training will occur this coming Friday. Joe may also be leading a
recovery effort in South Dakota where he shares a brief update to
the right on the Pine Ridge Tribal area that is in desperate need of
assistance.

PINE RIDGE,
SOUTH DAKOTA
Here is a synopsis of the situation at Pine Ridge from the South Dakota State VOAD:
1. 1308 cases need to be contacted again. Transient population is an issue.
2. 74 are ok with temporary repairs for winter. Need to be revisited in spring.
3. 373 had FEMA repaired with AmeriCorps is assisting.
4. 5 are in estimate to be rebuilt.
5. 154 cases are open and still gathering data. A major issue is that most of the
folks are living in condemned trailers with no title. The condemned trailers were
moved rather than demolished for "temporary" housing.
6. 49 cases to be immediately assigned.
7. 57 new cases from August storm.
8. 375 cases completed.
9. 40 cases closed.
10. 443 cases in progress.
11. Approx. 75 need House in a Box (R) soon.
12. $1.8 million needs to be raised for case management, home rebuilding and
House in a Box (R).
13. 3 current case managers .
14. 1 outreach manager.
15. The Emergency management budget is down to $100,000 from $800,000.
This is a case of abject poverty. Many folks are homeless as well. Please consider
supporting Joe’s recovery efforts in South Dakota. Please pray for our Vincentians
and consider volunteering on potential P-RAC deployment to South Dakota to
support the recovery effort. Anyone who may be interested in volunteering with
Joe in his efforts please contact him at: joepatpaul@yahoo.com
More about Pine Ridge, South Dakota here: https://goo.gl/Cn75yr

FEBRUARY IS CARBON MONOXIDE
SAFETY MONTH
Each Month FEMA National Readiness establishes training that National VOAD members are encouraged to share with their faith based and non-profit members.

What is carbon monoxide?
Carbon monoxide, also known as CO, is called the “Invisible Killer” because it's
a colorless, odorless, poisonous gas. More than 150 people in the Unites States
die every year from accidental non-fire related CO poisoning associated with
consumer products, including generators. Other products include faulty,
improperly-used or incorrectly-vented fuel-burning appliances such as furnaces,
stoves, water heaters and fireplaces. Source: Consumer Product Safety
Commission
Know the symptoms of CO poisoning
Because CO is odorless, colorless, and otherwise undetectable to the human
senses, people may not know that they are being exposed. The initial
symptoms of low to moderate CO poisoning are similar to the flu (but without
the fever).
They include: Headache, Fatigue, Shortness of breath, Nausea, Dizziness,
High level CO poisoning results in progressively more severe symptoms,
including: Mental confusion, Vomiting, Loss of muscular coordination, Loss of
consciousness, Ultimately death.
More about CO poisoning after a Disaster found here: https://goo.gl/xM4xjH

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Please consider supporting our mission by donating your time,
providing financial support, and/or becoming active in your local
community on disaster preparedness and recovery as a Vincentian.
For those of you interested in volunteering, please stop by our
Please stop by our newly updated website: www.svdpdisaster.org
for more information about us and the work we do across the
United States.
Follow us on Twitter: @svdpusadisaster
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/
DisasterServicesCorp/
Follow us on LinkedIn: Disaster Services Corporation, SVDP-USA
Brooke Newton, Deputy Director: bnewton@svdpdisaster.org

website at www.svpdisaster.org and click on the volunteer button at
the top right corner. It will take you to a webform to complete. This
information will help us gain better insight on you and be able to
better pair you with what we have open and available to volunteer
with. We will set up a one on one phone call shortly after the form has
been completed. As a reminder, we cannot continue all these great
works without your help. Please consider donating to the general
disaster fund at www.svdpdisaster.org to keep our programs running
so that we can in turn support those who have been impacted by
disaster here in the United States. We need your help!

