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Assemble your disaster supplies before an emergency. A basic supply list can be found
at: http://ready.gov/kit

WASHINGTON, D.C. DULLES INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
EMERGENCY EXERCISE
Brooke Newton, Deputy Director with DSC, participated in
the Washington, D.C. Dulles International Airport Triennial Exercise
last Saturday. Brooke stated, “It was a great learning lesson,
watching the first responders in action, and in attendance with
fellow Alexandria Citizens Emergency Response Team (CERT)
classmates. If you have the time, consider joining your local city/
county's CERT program. CERT is offered in many communities across
the United States.”
The Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) program
educates volunteers about disaster preparedness for the hazards
that may impact their area and trains them in basic disaster response
skills, such as fire safety, light search and rescue, team organization,
and disaster medical operations. CERT offers a consistent,
nationwide approach to volunteer training and organization that
professional responders can rely on during disaster situations, which
allows them to focus on more complex tasks. Through CERT, the
capabilities to prepare for, respond to and recover from disasters is
built and enhanced. More about CERT found here: https://
www.ready.gov/community-emergency-response-team

Shown Below: Brooke Newton, Deputy Director, participating in the
Washington, DC Dulles International Airport Emergency Exercise with
the city of Alexandria and Fairfax County CERT classes.

NATIONAL VOAD, WHAT IS IT?
National Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster (National VOAD) is the forum where organizations share
knowledge and resources throughout the disaster cycle—preparation, response and recovery—to help disaster
survivors and their communities.
Members of National VOAD form a coalition of nonprofit organizations that respond to disasters as part of their
overall mission. National VOAD was founded in 1970 in response to the challenges many disaster organizations
experienced following Hurricane Camille, which hit the Gulf Coast in August, 1969.
Prior to the founding of National VOAD, numerous organizations served disaster victims independently of one
another. These included both government and the private, nonprofit sector. As a result, help came to the disaster
victim haphazardly as various organizations assisted in specific ways. Unnecessary duplication of effort often
occurred, while at the same time, other needs were not met. There was only limited availability of training for
potential volunteers. Information for victims on services during disasters was woefully inadequate and
communication among voluntary disaster agencies was very limited and coordination of services was negligible.
The seven founding organizations came together and committed to fostering the four C’s—communication,
coordination, collaboration, and cooperation in order to better serve people impacted by disasters. Today, National
VOAD is a leader and voice for the nonprofit organizations and volunteers that work in all phases of disaster—
preparedness, response, relief, recovery, and mitigation. National VOAD is the primary point of contact for voluntary
organization in the National Response Coordination Center (at FEMA headquarters) and is a signatory to the
National Response Plan.
Learn more about National VOAD by visiting www.nvoad.org/.

ANNUAL NATIONAL VOAD
CONFERENCE
The Disaster Service Corporation, SVDP-USA is
currently exhibiting and attending the Annual
National VOAD Conference in Providence, Rhode
Island with 45 other exhibitors and 600 attendees
with disaster relief non-profits and faith based
partners. We are so grateful for all who have
attended to further their education and
knowledge in disaster relief works, collaborate
and build relationships with partners old and new,
and represent the Society of St. Vincent de Paul
and the Disaster Services Corporation, SVDP-USA.
Please congratulate, Elizabeth Disco-Shearer, for
being nominated on the Executive Board of the
National VOAD organization. The Disaster
Services Corporation, SVDP-USA is also a
Shown Above: Vincentians, from seven different states represented at the table here
gather for a celebration on the opening night of the annual National VOAD conference
in Providence, Rhode Island.

founding member of NVOAD.
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Shown Above: Vincentians, Mrs. Ann Hassel and Mr. James Butler manage the exhibit table at the 2018 Annual National VOAD Conference.
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Shown Above: Vincentian, and Director of Long Term Recovery Programs, Gail Bertrand speaking with one of her Texas VOAD partners at the
2018 Annual National VOAD Conference.
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Shown Above: Vincentian, Mr. James Butler and Monique Brent, DSC Volunteer Program Manager, stop for a quick photo at the exhibit table at
the 2018 Annual National VOAD Conference.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Please consider supporting our mission by donating your time,
providing financial support, and/or becoming active in your local
community on disaster preparedness and recovery as a Vincentian.
For those of you interested in volunteering, please stop by our
Please stop by our newly updated website: www.svdpdisaster.org
for more information about us and the work we do across the
United States.
Follow us on Twitter: @svdpusadisaster
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/
DisasterServicesCorp/
Follow us on LinkedIn: Disaster Services Corporation, SVDP-USA
Brooke Newton, Deputy Director: bnewton@svdpdisaster.org

website at www.svpdisaster.org and click on the volunteer button at
the top right corner. It will take you to a webform to complete. This
information will help us gain better insight on you and be able to
better pair you with what we have open and available to volunteer
with. We will set up a one on one phone call shortly after the form has
been completed. As a reminder, we cannot continue all these great
works without your help. Please consider donating to the general
disaster fund at www.svdpdisaster.org to keep our programs running
so that we can in turn support those who have been impacted by
disaster here in the United States. We need your help!

