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Goldsboro, North Carolina
Hurricane Matthew Recovery in Focus
Vincentians Active in Disaster Recovery
Faith in Action

GOLDSBORO, NC

Shown Above: Hurricane Matthew making
landfall, October 10, 2016.

In October of 2016 Hurricane Matthew
struck the eastern United States and made
land fall in North Carolina. The hurricane
and a cold front met over the central part of
the state. The front pushed the hurricane
into the Atlantic Ocean but not before
dropping incredible amounts of rain across
almost the entire state. Flooding came in
two events in Wayne County; the direct
rainfall from the hurricane and days later
from rivers that were swollen from the rains
that had occurred many miles inland.
Wayne County is about an hour east of
Raleigh, just to the right of the blue area
shown on the map and about half the way
between Virginia and South Carolina.
https://youtu.be/TeWKdFobabg, click the
link to see a time lapse video of the path
and rainfall. Wayne County is one of the
four most devastated in the state. The
Neuse Rivers winds its way across the
county toward the coast. Flood water
extended well beyond the normal banks
and into many business, residential and
farming areas.

GOLDSBORO, NC
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul (SVDP), St. Mary Conference became involved in the disaster recovery effort very
soon after the storm. Members of SVDP attended the first long term recovery group Long Term Recovery Group
planning meeting in November of 2016 and continue to be involved. The conference received grants to assist those
affected by the storm from SVDP USA Disaster Services (Long Term Grant and Rapid Response) and United Way of
Wayne County (UWWC).
A total of 44 families/individuals have been assisted. All the funds have been used to assist with temporary and
permanent housing, basic household, and utilities expenses. Permanent housing assistance helped pay for a roof or
HVAC system. Temporary assistance is usually rent and utilities are usually electric or water bills.
The storm very negatively impacted many of the less fortunate within the county. Many of the areas that flooded are
areas where those of moderate means live as the rents are lower. Many of those affected are at or below the poverty
line and the storm added expenses to their life that they do not have the resource to manage. Below are three stories
about families that SVDP has helped with the grant funds received.

Shown Right: Vincentians in Goldsboro, North
Carolina work with the local United Way to earn
grants to help with their case management and
home visit program. They also connected with
their local organization on the long term
recovery program.

GOLDSBORO, NC
MRS. BARNES STORY

Shown Above: Vincentian, Pat O’Connell, with Mrs. Barnes and her mother. Pat
has been an amazing champion for her community in their recovery.

Mrs. Barnes and her mother rented a ground
level apartment on S. Slocomb Street in
Goldsboro. The apartment did not flood but
did sustain wind damage and raw sewage
backed up into their home. The landlord did
not do anything to assist them. They contacted
SVDP in November of 2016, not as a hurricane
survivor but just someone requesting
assistance with a utility bill. They contacted
SVDP again in 2017 and the home visitors
learned that their situation had not improved.
The SVDP member worked with Mrs. Barnes to
get her and her mother moved into an
apartment managed by the Goldsboro
Housing Authority. Their situation has
improved greatly but they are still in need of
furniture.
Pictured are SVDP member, Pat O’Connell, Mrs.
Barnes and her mother, who has Alzheimer, in
their new apartment which they moved into in
February 18, 2018 Mrs. Barnes was very
thankful for the assistance she has received
from SVDP as she copes with the care of her
mother. She choked back tears as she thanked
us for the help she has received.

GOLDSBORO, NC
Mrs. Coley’s home was flooded in the
crawl space and reached the bottom of
the floor. She was forced to leave her
home and lived in a Senior Citizen home
for more than a year. SVDP worked with
the North Carolina Baptist Men and the
Long Term Disaster Recovery – Wayne
County Group to help her get back into
her home. The home had mold and had
to have significant work to rehabilitate it.
Pictured are Ray Urban, SVDP member
and Mrs. Coley, Hurricane Matthew
survivor on the porch of her recently
refurbished home.

Shown Right: Vincentian and Conference
President, Ray Urban, and Mrs. Coley,
Hurricane Matthew survivor on the porch of
her recently refurbished home.

GOLDSBORO, NC
MRS. HILL’S STORY
Mrs. Hill’s lived in Mount Olive, NC in a
mobile home. The area received significant
rainfall and mold became an issue in her
home and it was not suitable for her to live
in as she is blind. The ltrg located a
replacement mobile home and are working
with her to pass inspections. Vincentians
have spent many hours helping her to get
back in her home. SVDP also paid some of
the relocation expenses. Hopefully, the last
few steps will be completed the week of
April 9, 2018 and her home will pass
inspection and a certificate of occupancy
will be issued.

Shown Above: Vincentian, Pat O’Connell, Mr. and Mrs. Hill and Vincentian, Ray
Urban, standing in front of the Hill’s replacement mobile home.

GOLDSBORO, NC
MRS. HILL’S STORY

Pictured are Pat O’Connell, SVDP
member, Mr. and Mrs. Hill and Ray Urban,
SVDP member, standing in front of the
Hill’s replacement mobile home.
Pat O’Connell, SVDP member and Mr. and
Mrs. Hill discussing the next steps needed
to get the mobile home ready for
occupancy. The skirting and front steps
need to be installed and some cosmetic
details attended to and the home should
be ready.

GOLDSBORO, NC
WAYNE COUNTY
OUTLOOK
The needs in Wayne County continue to be great. There
were about 300 request for the Hazard Mitigation
buyout program and 23 request for elevation assistance.
The county was awarded monies to buy about 84 homes
and 0 funds for elevations. However, to date the county
has not received any of those funds and no homeowners
have received purchase offers.
Wayne County is also expecting about $16 million for
HUD Community Development Grants of which about
$14 million is to assist individuals/families. However, to
date many applications have been submitted but no one
has been approved for any grant money.

Shown Right: Vincentian and Conference President, Ray
Urban, Brooke Newton, DSC Deputy Director, and
Vincentian Pat O’Connell meet to discuss Hurricane
Matthew Long Term Recovery.

GOLDSBORO, NC
THE RECOVERY WORK CONTINUES

Below are pictures taken on April 8, 2018
of several homes that were flooded in
Wayne County, NC.
This home was elevated and the owner
had funds to pay for most of the work.
However, the cost of elevation was more
than expected and the long term recovery
group, including SVDP, assisted with roof
and HVAC expenses. The home is almost
ready for occupancy.

GOLDSBORO, NC
THE RECOVERY WORK CONTINUES

This home is about a ¼ of a mile from the
one pictured above. The owner has
cancer and can only work three hours per
day. His residence is nearby and he
rented this and an adjacent home prior to
the hurricane. Without the rental income
and with limited work hours his ability to
be self-sufficient is now very limited.

GOLDSBORO, NC
THE RECOVERY WORK CONTINUES

This home had the wall board, flooring
and appliances removed shortly after the
storm. The owner does not have the
resources to repair it. SVDP has assisted
them with household bills and food. They
are currently living with relatives but that
is becoming untenable. They plan to
refurbish this home and move back in.

GOLDSBORO, NC

Here are additional
pictures of homes still in
need of repair.

GOLDSBORO, NC
THE WORK CONTINUES ON
Many still have condemned signs on them but could be
refurbished and reoccupied if funds were available.
A predictable but nonetheless unfortunate by-product of
the home damage is higher rents for those that can least
afford to pay more. The decreased supply of available
homes has resulted in a greater shortage of rental
property in Wayne County than before the storm and
rents have increased. SVDP is seeing more request for
rental assistance in the $700 /month range and in the
past $450-$550 was more normal.
The St. Mary Conference of SVDP will continue to work
with the other members of the Long Term Disaster
Recovery – Wayne County Group to assist the Hurricane
Survivors until the resources are exhausted or the needs
are satisfied.
This story was published on behalf the isolated St.
Mary SVDP conference of Goldsboro, North Carolina.

APRIL BLOG:CDP'S DISASTER PLAYBOOK,
RESILIENCY PLANNING IN ACTION
No matter how strong a community may be, a
disaster will test that strength. A disaster will
also expose any weaknesses, usually quickly
and in ways that can hamper a community’s
recovery for years.
Knowing what disasters your community is
most at risk for, along with how a disaster will
affect core functions of your community is key
to preparing for a disaster. That’s exactly what
the Disaster Playbook was designed to do –
help communities think through how a
disaster will affect them and plan and prepare
to respond when it happens. Because it will
happen.
To continue reading this blog post click HERE
and begin your Resiliency Planning for your
Conference and Community.

Shown Above: The aftermath of the Chapman, KS tornado, courtesy of the Center for Disaster Philanthropy

TRAINING DURING BLUE SKIES
During quiet weather times, blue skies, it is a great opportunity to catch up on disaster recovery training. Please consider moving forward with training resources independently
and joining us for other educational opportunities at the National Assembly or at your Regional SVDP Meeting where we may be able add on an additional training day to cover
your role in disaster recovery as Vincentians. The more prepared you are in advance, the better you will be equipped to help your fellow community members.

You can find training resources available through FEMA online at: https://training.fema.gov/is/. There are over 250 online classes
you can take, but here are a few we recommend to get started…
-IS 100
-IS 200
-IS402
-IS700
-IS800
American Red Cross also provides online training and recommends additional training resources online found here: https://
www.disasterready.org. You can access the Red Cross System and information for that is provided below. You do not need to be a volunteer
to take classes. Volunteer Access to EMBARC: https://embarc-learning.sabacloud.com
EMBARC is the Education Management Base for the American Red Cross. It is the new Learning Management System (LMS) for
Humanitarian Services and Corporate course management (e.g., Disaster Cycle Services, Service to the Armed Forces, International Services,
and NHQ). EMBARC is a newer technology platform, Saba Cloud, and an upgrade from the previous Saba Enterprise LMS. While the goal of
the American Red Cross is a single enterprise LMS solution for the entire organization (expected in late 2016), IT contracts for the current
Saba Enterprise LMS end this year and are costly to extend. To provide significant cost savings and bridge the gap between now and when
the enterprise LMS will be available, the Red Cross needs to temporarily shift the LMS for Humanitarian Services and Corporate and separate
it from the LMS for Preparedness, Health and Safety Services (PHSS). EMBARC provides functionality for managing and executing training
and learning programs for all of the American Red Cross. The LMS manages and tracks all training, students, instructors and certification
data for Disaster Cycle Services, Service to the Armed Forces, International Services, NHQ, and volunteers. It serves as a central platform for
both Web-based training and blended learning for internal and external learners. Please direct EMBARC questions to embarc@redcross.org.

PREPARING YOUR CONFERENCES
During quiet weather times, blue skies, it is a great opportunity to catch up on disaster recovery training. Please consider moving forward with training resources independently
and joining us for other educational opportunities at the National Assembly or at your Regional SVDP Meeting where we may be able add on an additional training day to cover
your role in disaster recovery as Vincentians. The more prepared you are in advance, the better you will be equipped to help your fellow community members.

We sent out a blog about contingency planning for businesses a few months prior. This is a great resource for
Councils and Conferences to prepare for disaster during blue skies:
-https://www.svdpdisaster.org/blog/your-business-resilient-five-things-you-need-know-about-preparedness-andplanning and take the quiz.
http://www.feapc.com/business-resilience-readiness-survey/
FEMA Resources and Guides for Businesses…
-https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1389019980859-b64364cba1442b96dc4f4ad675f552e4/
Business_ContinuityPlan_2014.pdf
-https://www.fema.gov/media-library/resources-documents/collections/357
-https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/89506
-https://www.fema.gov/media-library/resources-documents/collections/344
Ready.Gov Resources and Guides for Businesses:
-https://www.ready.gov/business

APRIL IS FINANCIAL
PREPAREDNESS MONTH
Each Month FEMA National Readiness establishes training that National VOAD members are encouraged to share with their faith based and non-profit members.
Americans at all income levels have experienced the challenges of rebuilding their lives after a disaster or other emergency. In these stressful
circumstances, having access to personal financial, insurance, medical, and other records is crucial for starting the process of recovery quickly
and efficiently. Taking the time now to collect and secure these critical records will give you peace of mind and, in the event of an emergency,
will ensure that you have the documentation needed to start the recovery process without delay.
Gather financial and critical personal, household, and medical information.
Consider saving money in an emergency savings account that could be used in any crisis. Keep a small amount of cash at home in a safe
place. It is important to have small bills on hand because ATM’s and credit cards may not work during a disaster when you need to purchase
necessary supplies, fuel or food.
Obtain property (homeowners or renters), health, and life insurance if you do not have them. Review existing policies for the amount and extent
of coverage to ensure that what you have in place is what is required for you and your family for all possible hazards. Homeowners insurance
does not typically cover flooding, so you may need to purchase flood insurance from the National Flood Insurance Program.
Scroll down for more helpful financial preparedness tips and download the Emergency Financial First Aid Kit (EFFAK) to get started planning
today.
The Emergency Financial First Aid Kit (EFFAK), a joint publication from Operation Hope and FEMA’s Citizen Corps, to help you prepare
financially and provide tips to reduce the impact disasters can leave you with financially. To continue reading the Financial Preparedness Blog
click HERE.
Emergency Financial Aid Kit
MyMoney.Gov

MORE ON PREPAREDNESS
Each Month FEMA National Readiness establishes training that National VOAD members are encouraged to share with their faith based and non-profit members.

Find a American Red Cross Shelter Near You:
http://www.redcross.org/get-help/disaster-relief-and-recoveryservices/find-an-open-shelter
What to Pack if You go to a Shelter:
Emergencies can happen suddenly and you may not have time
to pack. Your safety is most important – grab your loved ones
and get out of harm’s way! However if you do have time to
pack, please consider these tips.
Do Bring:
Bedding
Clothing
Medications
Your child’s stuffed animal,
Blanket or other “lovey”
Your emergency kit

Don't Bring:
Alcoholic beverages
Illegal drugs
Weapons

Red Cross Mobile Apps Found Here: http://www.redcross.org/
get-help/how-to-prepare-for-emergencies/mobile-apps

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Please consider supporting our mission by donating your time, providing financial
support, and/or becoming active in your local community on disaster preparedness
and recovery as a Vincentian.

Please stop by our newly updated website: www.svdpdisaster.org
An online store and training resources will soon be available
exclusively for Vincentians active in disaster recovery.
Follow us on Twitter: @svdpusadisaster
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/DisasterServicesCorp/
Follow us on LinkedIn: Disaster Services Corporation, SVDP-USA
Brooke Newton, Deputy Director: bnewton@svdpdisaster.org

For those of you interested in volunteering, please stop by our
website at www.svpdisaster.org and click on the volunteer button
at the top right corner. It will take you to a webform to complete.
This information will help us gain better insight on you and be able
to better pair you with what we have open and available to
volunteer with. We will set up a one on one phone call shortly after
the form has been completed.
As a reminder, we cannot continue all these great works without
your help. Please consider donating to the general disaster fund at
www.svdpdisaster.org to keep our programs running so that we
can in turn support those who have been impacted by disaster here
in the United States.

