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SONOMA IN FOCUS
Jack Tibbets, Executive Director of SVDP Sonoma, shares his story
regarding the Sonoma Wildfires and touches on their Long Term Recovery.
None of us could have predicted that a
series fires, such as the size and
consequence of the Tubbs, Nuns, and
Pocket Fires would have on our
community. In total, twenty-six lives were
tragically lost, over 8,500 structures were
burned to the ground - 6,000 of which
were people's homes - making this the
worst fire in California's history. Our
community lost billions of dollars in
assessed property value, and the
insurance gap among all of the fire
survivors is a staggering $32 million
shortfall. Prior to the fires, our community
was grappling with skyrocketing rents
and home prices. Now, with the loss of
thousands of housing units, prices
continue to rise, and fire survivors are
competing for housing among low-tomoderate-income renters. Our
community is only just beginning to face
the litany of impending challenges.

Yet, despite the fire's tremendous impact,
it wasn't large enough to overcome the
abundance of heart in our community. We
have always been a generous and giving
community, but this fire showed us that we
are far more than that. The residents
proved themselves to also be endlessly
compassionate, caring, and selfless.
After the fires erupted in the late hours of
October 8th, St. Vincent de Paul, District
Council of Sonoma County (SVdP),
immediately jumped into action. Our first
action was to regroup at our Dining Room
and do what we do best: cook nutritious
meals for people in-need. Not only did we
continue our routine daily service to the
poor and homeless, we increased the
number of meals from two-hundred meals
daily to six-hundred meals. We delivered
the additional meals to the local Red
Cross Disaster Shelters.
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On day two, we received a call from our
friends at Catholic Charities. Their
volunteer-run food program at their three
homeless shelters had completely
stopped because their traditional
volunteers were in shelters themselves, or
focusing on the safety of their own families
and property. Catholic Charities needed
our help. For three weeks, SVdP made
daily deliveries to three separate shelters,
feeding over four-hundred people who
were homeless prior to the fire.
Five days into the fire, all businesses still
remained closed. Almost half of the
businesses in Santa Rosa were in either
mandatory or advisory evacuation areas.
The fire was changing directions with new
evacuation areas popping up every day,
and business was virtually nonexistent.
Chain grocery stores had evacuated,
leaving pumpkins, canned food, and other
goods on the curb. No one was inside the
closed stores or in the parking lots.

An image below shared from Jack
Tibbets with a volunteers from SVDP
and Catholic Charities.
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It became immediately apparent that
families were about to lose their homes
because of lost wages due to the
widespread closure of businesses. An
untold number of vulnerable families
lost one week's worth of wages, which
put them in jeopardy of being evicted.
Recognizing this, SVdP stepped in,
verified their case, and got checks to
their landlords so they wouldn't be
added to the thousands of people who
were already displaced by the fire. In
total, SVdP helped 16 families remain
in their homes.
In addition to our rapid-response effort,
we also began enrolling people in our
Home-in-a-box Program at the Local
Assistance Centers. To date, we've
enrolled over one-hundred and eighty
low-income families who will receive all
of the household items that make a
house a home once they secure
permanent housing. Already, ten

families have found a new permanent
residence, and their home-in-a-box kit has
been delivered to them. It's incredible to
see how happy a truckload of furniture
makes a survivor feel.
Our community will be faced with many
continuing, as well as new challenges that
will pop up over the next few years, but if
we do not lose sight of the plight of fireimpacted families and their multi-year
recovery process, we will recover stronger
than before.
As the community marches on, SVdPSonoma will continue to help people
overcome and succeed. Where other
services fall short, Saint Vincent de Paul
Staff and our Board of Directors will
continue to do everything our
organization can to fill the service gaps
and get people what they need to
maintain a life that is filled with dignity,
poise, and grace during this uncertain
time.
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This photo represents survival and hope in
Puerto Rico. This community member received
aid from SVDP in San Juan, PR this past week.

THE WORK
CONTINUES ON IN
PUERTO RICO
The below numbers cover a three day period in which the members of
the local San Juan, Puerto Rico Vincentian Council provided disaster
recovery support services to their local community. Please continue to
pray for the work that the Vincentians carry out each day there.

For hygiene kits and other physical donations please mail to:
William Rodriguez - SSVDP
Hc 83 Box 6338
Km 28.0 Carr. 2 Sector Arenas
Vega Alta, Puerto Rico 00692-2707

Is Your Business Resilient? The Five Things You
Need To Know About Preparedness and Planning
Stop by www.svdpdisaster.org each month to read our shared blog
co-hosted by a guest partnered agency writer. This month the Facility
Engineering Associates touches on Business Resiliency.
Do you need to tell your body to breathe? No, our bodies
are programmed to prioritize its most essential functions,
but our businesses are not. In order for a business to
survive disruptive events, it requires proper planning. What
does your business need to survive? How do you convince
management that you need to spend funds out of a tight
budget to protect against something that may not happen?
Here are the five things you need to know to make your
business resilient.
Go to our site to learn more about Business Resiliency from
our partners at Facility Engineering Associates, PC:
https://www.svdpdisaster.org/blog/your-business-resilientfive-things-you-need-know-about-preparedness-andplanning

FEMA URGES TSUNAMI AWARENESS &
PREPAREDNESS FOR COASTAL COMMUNITIES
Following an intense earthquake that occurred in the Gulf of Alaska, which prompted tsunami watches, advisories and warnings across many state coastlines, FEMA continues to highlight safety tips for
those who live in or visit coastal communities. While today’s immediate threat has passed, the situation serves as a reminder to all that there are steps that can be taken now, to prepare for future events.
According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, tsunamis are one of the most powerful and destructive natural forces, delivering a series of extremely long waves which can cause
dangerous coastal flooding and powerful currents that can last for several hours or days. Caused by an underwater disturbance such as an earthquake, landslide, volcanic eruption, or meteorite, tsunamis
radiate outward in all directions from the point of origin and can move across entire ocean basins.
If a major earthquake or landslide occurs close to shore, areas are at greater risk if they are less than 25 feet above sea level and within a mile of the shoreline. The first wave in a series could reach the
beach in a few minutes, even before a warning is issued.
FEMA encourages citizens to protect themselves and their families by taking the following steps to ensure they are ready in the event of a tsunami:
- Create and practice an evacuation plan with your family. If you live in a tsunami evacuation zone you will find signs in your community. Familiarity may save your life. Be able to follow your escape route
at night and during inclement weather.
- Create a family communications plan to know how you’ll contact each other and reconnect if separated. Establish a family meeting place that’s familiar and easy to find.
- Build an emergency kit to ensure you and your family are prepared to be on your own for at least 72 hours.
- If you are a tourist, familiarize yourself with local tsunami evacuation protocol.
Familiarize yourself with tsunami notification information:
Tsunami Watch
- A tsunami watch is issued to alert emergency management officials and the public of an event which may later impact the watch area.
- Prepare to take action and stay alert for further information.
Tsunami Advisory
A tsunami advisory is issued when a tsunami with the potential to generate strong currents or waves dangerous to those in or very near the water is imminent or expected. The threat may continue for several hours after initial arrival, but significant inundation is not expected for areas under an advisory.
Tsunami Warning
- A tsunami warning is issued when a tsunami with the potential to generate widespread inundation is imminent or expected.
- Warnings alert the public that dangerous coastal flooding accompanied by powerful currents is possible and may continue for several hours after initial arrival.
- Move inland, out of the water, off the beach, and away from harbors, marinas, breakwaters, bays and inlets.
- Be alert to and follow instructions from your local emergency officials because they may have more detailed or specific information for your location.
- If you feel a strong earthquake or extended ground rolling take immediate protective actions such as moving inland and/or uphill preferably by foot.
- If told to evacuate, evacuate immediately, taking your animals with you. If you are in a high-rise building and instructed to shelter in place, stay on floors just above flood water. Stay in hallways or interior
rooms.
- Do not return to the coast until local emergency officials indicate it is safe to do so.
The FEMA App (available in English and Spanish) provides National Weather Service alerts, safety tips for what to do before/during/after more than 25 natural and man-made emergencies, emergency kit
and family communication plan checklists, and more: www.fema.gov/mobile-app.
For more information about tsunamis and how to prepare visit www.ready.gov/tsunamis

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Please consider supporting our mission by donating your time,
providing financial support, and/or becoming active in your local
community on disaster preparedness and recovery as a Vincentian.
For those of you interested in volunteering, please stop by our
Please stop by our newly updated website: www.svdpdisaster.org
for more information about us and the work we do across the
United States.
Follow us on Twitter: @svdpusadisaster
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/
DisasterServicesCorp/
Follow us on LinkedIn: Disaster Services Corporation, SVDP-USA
Brooke Newton, Deputy Director: bnewton@svdpdisaster.org

website at www.svpdisaster.org and click on the volunteer button at
the top right corner. It will take you to a webform to complete. This
information will help us gain better insight on you and be able to
better pair you with what we have open and available to volunteer
with. We will set up a one on one phone call shortly after the form
has been completed. As a reminder, we cannot continue all these
great works without your help. Please consider donating to the
general disaster fund at www.svdpdisaster.org to keep our
programs running so that we can in turn support those who have
been impacted by disaster here in the United States.

