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Vincentians deployed from state-side to support clergy and fellow 
Vincentians on the island of St. Thomas. St. Thomas was impacted 
by both hurricanes Irma and Maria. Dave Brucker revisits his time 
there and shares a reflection.   



A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  O U R  C E O ,  
E L I Z A B E T H  D I S C O - S H E A R E R  

This week was a historic week for the National 
Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster (NVOAD), 
for Disaster Services Corporation (DSC), and our 
NVOAD Hurricane Harvey Consortium partners. We 
had the official kickoff of the Hurricane Harvey Disaster 
Case Management Program in the Houston area. It is 
an honor for DSC to be one of the NVOAD agencies 
that will be providing Disaster Case Management to 
thousands of Harvey survivors in the state of Texas. As 
I looked out across the room at the meeting,  I noted  
the depth of experience, the diversity of the various 
teams in each of the agencies and the wonderful spirit 
of collaboration, among all who were present. We are 
all working together to help families rebuild their lives 
after one of the most destructive hurricanes in the 
state’s history.



U P D A T E S  F R O M  T E X A S
Elizabeth Disco-Shearer, CEO of DSC-SVDPUSA attended the kickoff meeting for the Hurricane Harvey DCM Program  in Austin, TX on June 5, 2018.  

(Please note that the below is shared from a National VOAD official press release.) 
 
“Project Comeback: Texas”, is a pilot program specific to the state, five of our member organizations will join together to implement a disaster case 
management delivery mechanism that will enable each agency to focus on their areas of expertise while effectively and efficiently responding to the 
needs of Texans living in the 41-county Hurricane Harvey declaration area. The five consortium members will help build local capacity and implement this 
with other NVOAD and/or state VOAD members.  
 
NVOAD partners participating in the consortium are Catholic Charities USA, Islamic Circle of North America, Lutheran Disaster Response US, the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul and, the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR).  
 
The strength of this consortium model is that it unites NVOAD partners and their diverse strengths into one partnership created to serve the people of 
Texas. Our member agencies have long histories of serving disaster-impacted communities in every phase of disaster from preparedness through 
recovery. This disaster case management effort will support and enhance all of the case management efforts already in place.  
 
As mentioned above, for years part of NVOAD’s work has been to “find ways to do things better”. We continue to evaluate leading practices and refine 
our strategic plan to meet emerging needs. Proper disaster case management is the key to effective and efficient recovery efforts. This pilot project 
affords the opportunity to enhance the work of all the agencies and organizations engaged in providing recovery services to disaster survivors.  
 
NVOAD member organizations are leaders in serving vulnerable populations, including low-income households, seniors, veterans, single-parent 
households, and households with languages other than English. Because this consortium is a single program with multiple member organizations, each 
agency will have the ability to seek or provide support in each of the partners’ specialized areas of managerial responsibilities while still utilizing 
systematized financial and training systems for continuity of service delivery.  
 
The opportunity to expand the usual approach for FEMA-funded disaster case management in Texas will allow both the state and the voluntary 
community to increase their capacity to continue to respond and support Texans as they recover from Hurricane Harvey. Collaborating with the Texas 
Division of Emergency Management, Texas Health and Human Services vendors and FEMA illustrates how whole community resources can be 
leveraged effectively for survivors. 
  
“Project Comeback:Texas” will be implemented by the five members through their local affiliates and partners and the direct providers will be 
organizations already connected to their communities. This will allow for better understanding of local relationships, resources and culture. It is also 
expected that these organizations will hire, collectively, over 400 people – the vast majority of which will be local hires, further contributing to the 
community’s economic recovery.   
 
Many of the NVOAD consortium partners are already working in these areas and the availability of FEMA funding will allow them to expand their capacity 
to other areas of need and extend the length of time that they are able to provide disaster case management services to over 12,000 households in need 
of further support.  
 
This is an exciting pilot project that has the potential to redefine how members can collaborate on FEMA grants in the future. We hope that you will join 
us in supporting the NVOAD members participating in this project as they serve the people of Texas.  



M O N T H L Y  G U E S T  B L O G  
N A T I O N A L  V O A D ,  W H A T  I S  I T ?  

Even if you do not know what National VOAD 
stands for, there is a very good chance that you know 
who we are. You may have given blood at a Red 
Cross blood drive, or interacted with a Salvation 
Army bell ringer, received a hygiene kit from 
International Orthodox Christian Charities, granted 
financial assistance from St Vincent de Paul, or 
perhaps you had Team Rubicon assist you with 
clearing debris following a disaster. Both in times of 
disaster and in times of peace, National Voluntary 
Organizations Active in Disaster (National VOAD) 
members and partners are serving your community 
and responding where they are needed most. To keep 
reading the blog, click HERE. 

https://www.svdpdisaster.org/blog/national-voad-what-it
https://www.svdpdisaster.org/blog/national-voad-what-it
https://www.svdpdisaster.org/blog/national-voad-what-it
https://www.svdpdisaster.org/blog/national-voad-what-it


D A V E  B R U C K E R ’ S  
R E F L E C T I O N
The disaster recovery work continues on with the local St. Thomas 
Vincentians and support from Vincentians that are state-side. 

The purpose of a DSC deployment is to assist those in 
the recovery phase of a disaster.  And we certainly 
accomplished that in the St. Thomas VI deployment in 
which I participated.  However, the hidden jewel is the 
personal growth one experiences on such a deployment 
primarily through interaction with the clients.  The 
impacted individuals were some of the most gracious 
and thankful individuals I have met.  I can’t count the 
number of times that during a conversation the client 
thanked God for His protection and the gifts He has 
provided to sustain them in their need; ‘luxuries’ such as 
family, food, water, and other basic living supplies.  The 
gratitude of our clients stands out to me and puts my 
own gifts and talent, time, and treasure in perspective.  
Interaction with these clients allows for the Society 
volunteers to “seek their personal holiness through 
works of charity”.  I also recognize and appreciate the 
strong spirit of cooperation and friendship that 
developed during the deployment with the other DSC 
volunteers.  Our crew worked well together, played well 
together, and this carried over to facilitate a smooth 
running PRAC operation.  
- Vincentian, Dave Brucker of Texas



T H E  W O R K  C O N T I N U E S  I N  S T .  T H O M A S  
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J U N E  I S  N A T I O N A L  E X T R E M E  H E A T  
P R E P A R E D N E S S  M O N T H

Extreme Heat often results in the highest number of annual deaths among all weather-related hazards. In most of the United States, extreme heat is defined as a long period (2 to 3 days) of high heat 
and humidity with temperatures above 90 degrees. In extreme heat, evaporation is slowed and the body must work extra hard to maintain a normal temperature. This can lead to death by 
overworking the human body. Remember that:
-Extreme heat can occur quickly and without warning.
-Older adults, children, and sick or overweight individuals are at greater risk from extreme heat.
-Humidity increases the feeling of heat as measured by a heat index.

IF YOU ARE UNDER AN EXTREME HEAT WARNING:
-Find air conditioning.
-Avoid strenuous activities.
-Watch for heat illness.
-Wear light clothing.
-Check on family members and neighbors.
-Drink plenty of fluids.
-Watch for heat cramps, heat exhaustion, and heat stroke.
-Never leave people or pets in a closed car.

HOW TO STAY SAFE WHEN EXTREME HEAT THREATENS
WHAT TO DO NOW: Prepare
-Find places in your community where you can go to get cool.
-Keep your home cool by doing the following:
-Cover windows with drapes or shades.
-Weather-strip doors and windows.
-Use window reflectors, such as aluminum foil-covered cardboard, to reflect heat back outside.
-Add insulation to keep the heat out.
-Use attic fans to clear hot air.
-Install window air conditioners and insulate around them.
-Learn to recognize the signs of heat-related illness.
WHAT TO DO DURING: Be Safe
-Never leave a child, adult, or animal alone inside a vehicle on a warm day.
-Find places with air conditioning. Libraries, shopping malls, and community centers can provide a cool place to take a break from the heat.
-If you’re outside, find shade. Wear a hat wide enough to protect your face.
-Wear loose, lightweight, light-colored clothing.
-Drink plenty of fluids to stay hydrated. If you or someone you care for is on a special diet, ask a doctor how best to accommodate it.
-Do not use electric fans when the temperature outside is more than 95 degrees, as this could increase the risk of heat-related illness. Fans create air flow and a false sense of comfort, but do not 
reduce body temperature.
-Avoid high-energy activities.
-Check yourself, family members, and neighbors for signs of heat-related illness.
-RECOGNIZE AND RESPOND
-Know the signs of heat-related illness and the ways to respond to it



M O R E  O N  E X T R E M E  H E A T
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M O R E  O N  E X T R E M E  H E A T  
S H A R A B L E  R E S O U R C E S  

Extreme Heat Information Sheet (PDF) 
•
Extreme Heat Safety Social Media Toolkit (link) 
•
American Red Cross (link) 
•
National Weather Service Summer Safety Weather Ready Nation Outreach 
Materials (link) 
•
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (link)  

National Integrated Drought Information System (link)  

National Integrated Heat Health Information System (link) 

https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/162050
https://www.ready.gov/heat-toolkit
http://www.redcross.org/prepare/disaster/heat-wave
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/com/weatherreadynation/summer_safety.html
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/com/weatherreadynation/summer_safety.html
http://www.cdc.gov/extremeheat/
http://www.drought.gov/
http://toolkit.climate.gov/nihhis/
https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/162050
https://www.ready.gov/heat-toolkit
http://www.redcross.org/prepare/disaster/heat-wave
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/com/weatherreadynation/summer_safety.html
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/com/weatherreadynation/summer_safety.html
http://www.cdc.gov/extremeheat/
http://www.drought.gov/
http://toolkit.climate.gov/nihhis/


F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N
Please consider supporting our mission by donating your time, 

providing financial support, and/or becoming active in your local 
community on disaster preparedness and recovery as a Vincentian. 

Please stop by our newly updated website: www.svdpdisaster.org  

An online store and training resources will soon be available 
exclusively for Vincentians active in disaster recovery.  

Follow us on Twitter: @svdpusadisaster  

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/
DisasterServicesCorp/  

Follow us on LinkedIn: Disaster Services Corporation, SVDP-USA  

Brooke Newton, Deputy Director: bnewton@svdpdisaster.org 

For those of you interested in volunteering, please stop by our 
website at www.svpdisaster.org and click on the volunteer button 
at the top right corner. It will take you to a webform to complete. 
This information will help us gain better insight on you and be 
able to better pair you with what we have open and available to 
volunteer with. We will set up a one on one phone call shortly 
after the form has been completed. As a reminder, we cannot 
continue all these great works without your help. Please consider 
donating to the general disaster fund at www.svdpdisaster.org to 
keep our programs running so that we can in turn support those 
who have been impacted by disaster here in the United States. 


