DISASTER RECOVERY
CORNER
Vincentians deployed from state-side to support Vincentians on
the ground in St. Thomas on their recovery. The island was
impacted by both hurricanes Irma and Maria.
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VINCENTIANS CONTINUE
RECOVERY IN ST. THOMAS
The disaster recovery work continues on with the local St. Thomas
Vincentians and support from Vincentians that are state-side.
Vincentians, led by Terry Taylor
deployed to the US Virgin Island of
St. Thomas to support our local
conference there in their long term
recovery efforts. They hosted a Parish
Recovery Assistance Center at the
Holy Family Catholic Parish for one
week long. Light medical care,
information on FEMA, navigating
insurance, emotional and spiritual
support, and aid such as pantry items
and water were provided to the 500
members from the community
sought the Vincentians for support.
Training was also provided to the
local conference during this time. We
appreciate our outstanding
Vincentian volunteers active in
disaster relief.

THE WORK CONTINUES IN ST. THOMAS

THE WORK CONTINUES IN ST. THOMAS

UPDATES FROM
THE EAST
Anthony Pluchino, of the Disaster Services Corp, SVDP-USA and East Region
Vincentian Disaster Chair Shares an update and call for donation supplies to
support Puerto Rican refuges that were transported to the North East.

Since it was cost prohibitive to send these items to
Puerto Rico, I partnered with Catholic Charities
diocese of Trenton, Salvation Army, Office of
Emergency Management to distribute these supplies
through the Salvation Army Network. The Salvation
Army participates in Welcome centers for the
approx.. 1,000 evacuees in NJ where they can
distribute supplies and information. These items were
collected by a partnership of Catholic Charities
diocese of Trenton, SVDP St. Thomas More, DSC
SVDP-USA and the Office of Emergency Management
from Monmouth county. The names of the key players
are: Anthony Pluchino, Arnold Valentin, Director of
Community Services, Michael Oppegaard, Monmouth
County OEM Coordination, and Michael Clayton,
Salvation Army Disaster Director.
- Anthony Pluchino, National Director of Data and IT
Management and Eastern Region Disaster Chair.

UPDATES FROM TEXAS

SONOMA
WILDFIRE
UPDATES

Image shown below: Wildfire damage
from the wildfires in Sonoma, California.
Here are the SVdP-Sonoma updates so far:
1.) Over $400,000 raised in private donations.
2.) Over 293 volunteers worked in October and November (primary
fire months), worked a total of 11,959.12 hours.
3.) Provided 35 Homes-in-a-box to-date, and we are scheduled to
deliver 14 more in April.
4.) Provided over $16,000 in immediate rental assistance to families
and individuals who lost wages during the disaster.
5.) Provided over $28,000 in temporary shelter assistance to families
without renter's insurance, following the expiration of FEMA
temporary shelter assistance on February 15th.
6.) SVdP - Sonoma, in partnership with the SVdP Benecia Conference,
provided one fifth-wheel trailer to a low-income survivor who lost his
home in the fire, was uninsured, and lacked opportunities with FEMA.
SVdP-Sonoma is also in the process of forming a partnership with the
King Ridge Foundation (the Foundation belonging to Levi
Leipheimer) and the Council on aging, to provide 6 manufactured
homes to displaced Journey's End residents in an effort to bring
closure to their disaster. — On behalf of Jack Tibbets, Executive
Director St. Vincent de Paul Sonoma Council.

APRIL IS NATIONAL VOLUNTEER
APPRECIATION MONTH

BUILDING YOUR COMMUNITY RESILIENCE PLAN
Does your community have a resilience plan?
What role does public works play in
responding to an emergency?
The workshop presents the steps involved in
developing a community resilience plan
using the NIST Community Resilience
Planning Guide as a framework. We will focus
on the first three recommended steps:
forming your team, understanding the
situation, and developing your unique
community strategy.
Designed for public works professionals, the
workshop addresses the value of
collaboration in developing community-wide
solutions. Invite your colleagues from
relevant departments to join us for the day –
emergency, risk, or floodplain managers,
planners, designers, operations – all are
welcome. You will work collaboratively to
develop a plan specific to your community.
Register for the workshop by selecting Friday
only or join us for the full APWA Mid-Atlantic
Chapter conference. Friday May 4 Friday May
4 Friday May 4th APWA Mid Atlantic
Conference http://midatlantic.

The Facility Engineering Associates will be the lead in providing an education
opportunity in Building a Community Resilience Plan coming up on May 4th.

DICK REIMBOLD SHARES HIS STORY ON THE
ST. CROIX P-RAC DEPLOYMENT
The deployment to St. Croix was my fourth deployment. The first was in 2005, when my wife, Irene, and I went to Dallas to help
with Hurricane Katrina refugees. I also participated in the PRAC operations in Texas and Florida last year.
Our housing was less comfortable than past deployments. I shared a room on the third floor of a retreat center with another
member. The retreat center had no elevator and no air conditioning. With the temperatures in the 80’s and high humidity, it
was often uncomfortable, especially trying to sleep at night. The people were great and understanding and we made do. Our
living conditions were much better than what many of the people who lived on the island were experiencing since Hurricane
Maria struck the island in September of last year.
Although, I never got to the part of the island that had suffered the most damage, I did see many blue tarped roofs, some power
lines still down and many damaged buildings, six months after the hurricane had struck. From interviewing the people, I found
that many people were not back in their homes or never left their homes, but I did sense that many had returned to their homes
to sub-standard conditions in order to protect their home and try to make it livable, while waiting for assistance from FEMA and
other organizations to provide funds to repair their homes. If they were in Texas or Florida, they probably would not have
returned to their homes.
The people, on the whole, showed appreciation for the small assistance that we were able to provide and a hope for future
assistance. To give a picture of those we interviewed, for the majority, they were seniors living on Social Security. They
immigrated to the island from other islands in the Caribbean, when they were children or young adults and were naturalized
citizens. Their children had left the island for the states to find employment.
There are few jobs on the island. The sugar cane business died several years ago. You can still see remnants of the sugar cane
silos, where the cane was heated to produce the sugar. The major industry on the island was an oil refinery, which was shut
down a few years ago. They have some tourist business, but much less than their sister island of St. Thomas, where cruise stops
stop daily compared to the infrequent stops in St. Croix.
There is much poverty in St. Croix. This has been exasperated by the damage that was created by Hurricane Maria. It will take
an influx of funds from outside the island, not only to bring the island back to where it was before the storm, but also to increase
the standard of living for the citizens who live there.
When we arrived, the Society of St. Vincent DePaul had no presence on the island. When we opened the two PRAC centers, it
was all deployed volunteers. As the week progressed, we were able to recruit local volunteers to help us. We held an Ozanam
Orientation for many of the volunteers before we left. Eight people attended, which we hope will become the makings of a new
SVDP Conference on the Island. This will be quite helpful when we return in June and an outlet for future assistance to the
people of St. Croix.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Please consider supporting our mission by donating your time,
providing financial support, and/or becoming active in your local
community on disaster preparedness and recovery as a Vincentian.
Please stop by our newly updated website: www.svdpdisaster.org
An online store and training resources will soon be available
exclusively for Vincentians active in disaster recovery.

For those of you interested in volunteering, please stop by our
website at www.svpdisaster.org and click on the volunteer button
at the top right corner. It will take you to a webform to complete.
This information will help us gain better insight on you and be

Follow us on Twitter: @svdpusadisaster

able to better pair you with what we have open and available to

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/
DisasterServicesCorp/

after the form has been completed. As a reminder, we cannot

Follow us on LinkedIn: Disaster Services Corporation, SVDP-USA
Brooke Newton, Deputy Director: bnewton@svdpdisaster.org

volunteer with. We will set up a one on one phone call shortly
continue all these great works without your help. Please consider
donating to the general disaster fund at www.svdpdisaster.org to
keep our programs running so that we can in turn support those
who have been impacted by disaster here in the United States.

